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Preface

There exist two kinds of experiences: intellectual
and existential.

If I am told that a child died in a car accident, it is for
me one of the millions of tragic events which happen
continually I might show interest in the details. If I am
practical, I might also help the bereaved family, finan-
cially if needed, or with a word of comfort.

But something entirely else happens if one storms
into my room and tells me that My child has just been
killed. This makes a dramatic impact on my whole life.
Such events are called existential experiences. Be they
harbingers of joy or sadness, they affect the whole
person.

For me the problem God was an existential expe-
rience in a dramatic situation.

I was in a Communist jail during 14 years, many of
these years in solitary confinement, never seeing anyb-
ody except the torturers,never having a book or paper,
never hearing a voice or a whisper. The only one to
whom I could cling was God, supposing He exists.

Does God exist? Is He my father? Does He love me
and care about me? Can He instill hope? How Is God?
Who or what is He? Of what importance is knowledge of
Him if any? These were no academic questions, no



matter of a bit of spiritual relaxation on Sunday in church
or philosophic speculation.

If He exists and I can reach Him, I can absorb energy
and hope from Him. I can remain steadfast, calm, yea
- even joyous. :

If He is not, my suffering for His name is foolish-
ness. I would have to bang on the door and deny my faith
in the hope that I will be freed as reward. If not, suicide
would surely to be preferred to slow rotting in an under-
ground jail. ;

You find in this book what I. - and in a certain
measure other prisoners - thought about these matters in
such circumstances. My source is a deep existential
experience.

You, reader, have not passed through sufferings like
mine but you suffer, too. Suffering is common human
experience. It might be useful for you to know thoughts
whichpreoccupiedme in that time and the conclusions or
certitudes to which I arrived.

The main ideas of the present book belong to that
time. They became a book with multitude of references to
religious, scientific and philosophic authors after 1 was
released.

I hope the book might help someone to independent
thought about the main problems for the human soul,
and that it may bring him to the one eternal source of
wisdom. :



PROOES OF GOD'S EXISTENCE

A philosopher once confronted Rabbi Levi-Yitzhak
of Berditchev with arguments disproving the existence
of God. The rabbi listened for a long time in deepest
meditation, then suddenly, without preamble, looked
him straight in the eye and said gently, "And what if,
after all, it were true that God exists? Tell me, and what if
it were true?”

The philosopher was troubled by these words more
than by all the arguments for religion he had ever heard.
He realized he was in danger and became a believer,
-sensing for the first time his vulnerability and accounta-
bility before a real God.

A Cistercinsean abbot was interviewed on Italian
television. Cistercinseans are Roman Catholic monks
who live in perfect silence, each alone in his own cell.
They see one another and speak only at confession and
when singing together in church.

The interviewer asked the abbot; “And what if you
were to realize at the end of your life that atheism is true,
that there is no God? Tell me, what if it were true?”

The abbot replied, “Holiness, silence, and sacrifice
are beautiful in themselves, even without promise of
reward. I still will have used my life well.”

* * *
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An ignorant man was given a watch, the first he had
ever owned. It was to him a source of great pride, till on-
day the joy faded with the realization that it was n
telling the right time.

.Hoping to get it fixed, he took the hands to the
watchmaker for repair.

“But I need the whole watch!” exclaimed the
watchmaker.

The man replied angrily, “You want the watch only
so you can charge more money. There is nothing wrong
with the watch. Only the hands need fixing.”

Likewise, in life no independent problem can be
resolved without involving the whole. In medicine this is
called the wholistic, or psychosomatic, approach—the
recognition that body, mind, and spiritare all involved in
disease or disorder. The best physician treats not the
ulcer but the cause of the ulcer. The resolution of social
problems must also involve the whole person or failure is
virtually guaranteed.

No man is an island, separate from family, society,
or the cosmos. The sense of belonging is not simply
essential to well-being, it is an irrefutable fact of being.

The question is, to whom do we belong?

Is there a Higher Being, someone above us? Is there
perhaps a God to whom we belong? Let us approach this
question sine ira et studio, with neither hatred nor pref-
erence for the religious or atheistic position.

* * *

Any unilateral examination of a problem is danger-
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ous. Only the person who listens to both sides has an
illuminated mind. The one-sided person remains in
darkness.

Lenin once said: “To know an object really, we have
to embrace and study all its aspects and all its connec-
tions. We will never arrive at this integrally, but the need
to consider all its aspects guards us from errors and
deceit.”

It is therefore wrong and anti-Leninist for Commu-
nist countries to permit only atheistic books to be read; in
other countries both religious and anti-religious books
are readily available.

Mao wrote: "To see only one side of things means to
think in the absolute, means to look upon problems
metaphysically.” Since Communists are adversaries of
metaphysics, let them therefore allow the free expres-
sion of all ideas.

There is an old proverb that says “From the man
who reads but one book, Lord, deliver us.” I would be
wary of the man of one book even if this book were the
Bible.

A frog in a well said, “The sky is no bigger than the
mouth of the well.” Obviously, the sky is infinitely
greater than his narrow concept. It would have been
correct to say, "“The part of the sky I see is as large as the
mouth of the well.”

The sky that atheists see from their particular pit
contains no God, just as the sky of many a narrow-
minded believer contains no understanding of the athe-
ist's position. But the sky, even in the natural world, is
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much greater than the small portion we see.

The blind manlives in a world without painting; the
deaf is insensible to music. The Eskimo cannot imagine
the tropical sun or the rain forest; the bushman is ignor-
ant of the internal combustion engine. Their minds can-
not comprehend such things.

Might it not be that atheists are blind to a part of
reality we call God, just as believers are often incapable of
grasping the circumstances that make it difficult for
some men to acknowledge God? Christians should recog-
nize that not only God but also atheism is a reality. There
must be serious reasons for its existence.

Over the centuries our knowledge of the universe
has extended from unsophisticated belief that the earth is
its center to the fact that star NCG 62822 is at a distance
of 4.5 quintillions of light-years and that the diameter of
our galaxy alone is 1,800,000,000,000,000,000, light-
years. Our spiritual universe, too, is far greater than we
perceive.

So let us broaden our perspective and discuss belief
in God versus atheism on a level different from the
conventional wisdom of past centuries.

The Italian writer Dino Buzattitelli tells the follow-
ing legend.

Iblis, angel of death, appeared to the renowned
scientist Einstein while he was working on his theory of
relativity and said, “Your term is up. You must come with
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me to the other world.” Einstein begged for a month’s
time in which to finish his book. It was granted. After one
month, he asked for another.

Finally he finished his book and according to the
agreement, went to the public park on a December night
to meet the angel of death. Einstein, who had no personal
ambitions for success, fame, and money, was satisfied
merely to have served science.

Iblis asked him, “Have you finished your work?”

1Yes.”

“Then you can stay on. I am no longer interested in
you. I frightened you with the idea of the imminence of
death to make you work more quickly. I am the devil’s
envoy. I know you worked innocently. But on the basis of
what you have discovered, missiles and killer satellites
will be developed to destroy the earth and its inhabitants.
We stimulate the development of a pseudoscience,
geared not only to truth and love, but also to the artifices
of the wicked.

“Only hurry! hurry! This is our slogan.”

The devil does not want us to spend much time
thinking. He has a horror of depth. “Do not send us into
the deep,” the devils begged Jesus. (Luke 8:31) In this
they are unlike God, who spurns superficiality and is not
afraid of the depths. (Psalms 18:11 and 139:8-10)

“Quick! quick!” urges the devil. Build houses, towns,
states, empires; cultural, scientific and political establish-
ments; churches and missions. Do big things and do
them fast. Don’t waste time on fine tuning or minutiae.
Thus you can help me build for the fire, for the cosmic
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holocaust, the Goetterdaemerung, in which nothing of
God's creation will remain.

“Our demonic host will be the only survivors, and
then God will have to receive us back and make peace
with us on our terms.”

This book is for those who are not in a hurry, who
before building a house or fighting a battle sit down first,
count the cost, and consider the ultimate consequences of
what they do, as Jesus taught. (Luke 14:28, 31)

For years I sat alone, almost immobilized by heavy
chains, in a very small prison cell, without books or
paper, without ever speaking to anyone. I could only
think. I could only try to penetrate the depths.

Be quiet and listen.

* * *

Some men believe in God, some disbelieve. Some
tell others to believe or disbelieve. Some go further: they
try to compel others to believe or disbelieve. In Iran
Khomeini kills men for disbelieving in God; in Russia
Communists killed them for believing.

So do not expect an easy solution to the problem of
whether or not God exists. If there were a simple solu-
tion, the problem would long since have disappeared.

The main difficulty consists in the fact that the
quarrel is only about a word. :

How can that be? Proof is that before the flow of
words starts, there is unanimous agreement about the
notion “"God.”
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Before we say "I assert,” “Ideny,” "I am indifferent
and do not care,” "I believe,” “Idisbelieve,” "I love Him,”
or "I hate Him,” we have in mind a Being whose exist-
ence we assert or deny or ignore.

The agreement is perfect before we pronounce
words, before we even say them inwardly to ourselves.
Let there be no words then and the great cleavage
between men will cease.

Real speech does not need words. In Hebrew, the
word “word” does not exist. Davar, which means “the
real thing” and also “the cause,” is used instead.

Our speech does not consist in conveying real things
or in disclosing causes. Therefore, our words are flimsy
vessels that often founder on the shoals of misunder-
standing and dissension. Prudent words come from deep
silence.

Reality transcends quarrels. Reality even transcends
positions for and against truth. If one is God, He can
plead for Himself.

Even those who speak for God often speak too
much. They fail to observe when they shift from speak-
ing about God to speaking about His attributes. Attribu-
tes...qualities we attribute to Him. The very word
indicates that it does not speak about God as He is in
Himself. If He exists, He is basically what He is (Exodus
3:14), not what we think and say He is.

“The Lord is in His holy temple: let all the earth
keep silence before Him.” Says the Bible. (Habakkuk
2:20) Only the silent can say truth when they speak, very
rarely, about God.
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Truth can be apprehended, but it belongs only to
those without dark glasses. Truth lives well only as long
as it crosses unharmed the boundaries that separate lan-
guages and cultures.

There are primitive languages in which the con-
cepts “God is love” or “God is holy” cannot be expressed
because there are no words for “love” and “holy.” For the
aboriginals in Australia, "Holy Spirit” is uniquely trans-
lated in their primitive language as “the pretty witchdoc-
tor in the sky.” So believers put their faith in the “Father,
Son, and nice witchdoctor.” The Eskimos, on the other
hand, have no word for “quarrel.” They live in a very cold
climate. Why should a man risk pneumonia for an argu-
ment? So it was impossible to say in their language that
God has a quarrel with sinners.

Until a few years ago Chinese writing employed the
same ideogram for “he” and “she.” Is God a “He" or a
“She”? In Western Christianity there are those who
would remove from the Bible all male attributes of God.
This is a Western luxury. This debate would have been
impossible in China.

Only persons with clear, unobstructed vision can see
the truth. But most men wear worse than dark glasses.
They have blindfolds, like those worn by prisoners in
Communist Jails. They cannot see a thing.

Therefore, it is necessary to remove the blindfolds
and dark glasses. But one more thing remains: the eyes
must be healed. “Anoint thine eyes with eyesalve that
thou mayest see,” says Jesus. (Revelation 3:18) Only a
healthy eye can perceive reality.



Proofs of God’s Existence 9

And this reality transcends quarrels. The Talmud, a
holy book of the Jews, says that once when Rabbi Shamai
and Rabbi Hillel quarrelled about the correct interpreta-
tion of a Bible verse, a voice from heaven was heard:
“Thus and such are the words of the eternal God.”

To arrive at truth, we must beware of the traps of
opinion and the snares of evil thinking.

* * *

So many entities are called God.

Some believe in God only as “the great Architect of
the universe,” a concept meant to include all religions. It
is a neutral concept. Everyone is right - Jew, Christian
Moslem, Buddhist; Some have no dogma at all. It is not
that they do not have truth. They decidedly refuse to have
it.

Lessing, the renowned German dramaturgist,
wrote: “If God held the whole truth in his right hand and
in his left hand the mere and alwys active impulse
towards truth, even though with the risk of always and
eternally deceiving me, and if he said to me 'Choose,’ |
would humbly fall in his left hand and say: ‘Father, give it
to me. The pure truth is fitting only for you.” (G.D.
Lessing, Duplik, 1977, Ges. Werke, V, 100)

Every normal man wants to know exactly which
food is good and which is poisonous, which medicine
would cure his sickness and which would aggravate it. We
desire to know the exact truth in mathematics and
science. In matters of religion, some declare, "We don’t
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want it. No dogma-z.e., no clear truth in matters of
religion.” They believe only in the great Architect of the
universe, who apparently is, not great enough to make
himself known.

Whoever says, “I deny the possibility or the desira-
bility of reaching a definite truth” declares by this, "I have
an ultimate truth, and it is desirable that it be known.
This is that there is no ultimate truth.” So we are back
where we began: There is an ultimate truth.

But should we not look for a better ultimate truth
than that there is no ultimate truth?

* * *

To the question “Is there a God?” the atheist would
reply, "A reasonable man believes only what he sees.”

Pressed for clarification, the atheist would no doubt
qualify his assertion. Obviously, he too believes in the sun
when it does not shine, in love when he does not feel it, in
his brain which he cannot see. He believes the assertions
of scientists regarding galaxies or micro-particles, as well
as the assertions of historians about past events. He
would correct himself: “A reasonable man believes only
what can be seen by himself or other men. Few men, for
example, have access to atomic installations or huge
observatories, but some men have seen. Therefore, I can
believe.”

The faithful could then say, “We are in the same
situation. Few men can claim to be holy or have pure
hearts, which are the prerequisites for seeing God. But



Proofs of God’s Existence 11

some have. The prophets of old say they saw God. Jesus
said He came from God. Many Christian saints have had
visions of God, too. Therefore, we can believe.”

I know Tibet exists though I have not seen it. I know
some men have great goodness, though only from what
others say. I believe God exists, even if I personally have
never seen Him.

How many testimonies do we have that Hannibal or
Genghis Khan existed? Very few, but still we have no
doubts. There are far more testimonies for the existence
of God.

At night we see many stars in the sky, but when the
sun rises they disappear. Can we claim therefore that
during the day there are no stars in the sky? If we fail to
see God, perhaps it is because we pass through the night
of ignorance in this mataer. It is premature to claim that
He does not exist.

Search yourself to see if there is some complex of
antipathy that makes you deny God'’s existence. Terrible
things have been done in the name of God, and great
stupidities have been preached or written as His revela-
tion. “God" is truly a polluted human word. In His name
statues of monsters have been declared to be holy. In His'
name religious wars, often the most bitter and intense,
have been fought. In His name Inquisitions were carried
out. Nazi soldiers had “God with us” inscribed on their
belts.

For this reason, believers never call anyone to the
word "God”, but to the reality signified by this word. It is
important to distinguigh carefully between name and
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reality. Let me emphasize that unless a person distin-
guishes well, he cannot think well.

* * *

The true God is beyond such gods in which one can
believe or disbelieve. He is not in competition with other
gods for faith that He claims only for Himself. Like Him,
they call themselves “god.” And like Him, they require a
sentiment called faith. But only the names of the senti-
ment and of its object are the same.

We use so many misnomers in our speech. Faith in
God might also be a misnomer. By God we must mean
the real God, not a product of fancy.

In the sciences of physics or chemistry, the language
used does not faithfully represent the properties of
nature. In the natural world there is no iron, gold, or
uranium. There are only alloys, which can be refined in
the manner dreamt of by scientists.

These scientists discover the microscopic properties
of matter only by means of macroscopic implements,
themselves constituted of microscopic atoms. Describing
the microscopic world in microscopic terms spoils our
observation, just as we misunderstand a child if we apply
an adult yardstick to his behaviour.

At its most sophisticated level, science no longer
views nature as entirely separate from the observer. It is
not independent of our experiments and measurements.
To observe bacteria under the microscope, we first have
to destroy and stain them, which.means we do not really
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see them as they are when unobserved by us. We know
elementary particles only as they behave in our reactors.
How they behave in nature, when not bombarded by our
photons, the reactors cannot tell us.

We do not analyze a house by dropping abomb on it.
Yet a photon has the dimensions and effects of a bomb on
some elementary particles. Then, when we illuminatée
them, they are transformed, split, annihilated. We see
them not in their pristine state but as “ruins.”

This is the sort of process that takes place in the
realm of God. First, there is God. Then there is God as He
is when He knows He is being observed, prayed to,
worshipped, or hated. There is God as the great prophets
have known Him, have written about Him, trying to
describe in human words a reality for which the diction-
ary has no words. And this reality about God they desired
to communicate to those who could not share their
experiences.

There exists the truth. There exists truth about
truth, which, in order to be understood by men and to
counter falsehood, is adapted, modified and qualified.
Then there is the popularization of the truth about truth
at different levels so that it can be understood by children,
the ignorant, the stupid, ordinary men, and geniuses—
not to mention people of different backgrounds and
languages. All this recycling becomes the truth about the
truth about the truth, and as such all are misnomers. Only
the truth is the truth, not its clothing in human language.

Who can comprehend it? Who knows enough about
it to deny it? It transcends our attitudes and speculations.
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Hinduism makes a difference between Brahman
Saguna and Brahman Nirguna, between God with attrib-
utes and God as He is in Himself, without attributes.

The sun relfected in the surface of a lake is troubled
by waves. Our relationship with the truth about the truth
is likewise distorted. Seek Brahman Nirguna, God as He
is in Himself, the One who reigns in perfect serenity.

He is not determined by anything His creatures say
or do. Yajnavalkya in the ancient Brhad-Aranyaka-
Upanishad calls Him “Neti, Neti” (neither this nor
that). He describes Himself in the Bible as “I am what I
am” (Exodus 3:14), not what people think I am or would
like Me to be. The Kabbalah calls Him Eizn, the Non-
being, in the sense that He is never what we presume.

A disciple once asked the wise Bahva who God was.
The teacher remained silent. The disciple repeated the
question several times, but elicited no response. In the
end, the sage conceded this much: “I told you the whole
time who He is, but you don’t wish to understand me.
God is silence.”

He is the Creator, the Keeper, but also the Des-
troyer of all created forms in order to create new ones. He
fulfills His intentions, not our desires.

Meister Eckhardt says, “If you seek something for
yourself, you will never find God, because you make God a
candle with which to seek something. When you find it,
you throw the candle away. Some wish to love God as one
loves a cow—for the milk and cheese and profit it
provides.”

Seek nothing from Him but stand before Him in



Proofs of God's Existence : &5,

quiet adoration. Do not seek even to be accepted. Eve-
ryone who feels forsaken by Him can be sure he is not
forsaken. Those who are do not know it.

Serve God as if He had only you.

* * *

If you deny that God truly exists, I could ask you if
you can say, ‘T Exist?”

Even to this question the reply is not simple. It takes
some thought.

What do you mean by “I"? Are you a self-contained,
unchanging subject whose existence can be asserted or
denied? Certainly not; every day, even every second, you
are changing. So are you the embryo, the babe, the school-
boy who bore your name, the soldier on the battlefield,
the patient in the hospital, the husband and father, the
old man nearing the grave? In a sense you are the same
person, yet you are also the continually changing person.

The Bible says, “God created man in His image, in
the image of God created He him.” (Genesis 1:27) The
word “image” is used twice in this verse to show this our
dual aspect.

In some respects your “I” that has existed in the past
no longer exists. When you say "I exist,” you can mean
only the abstraction of all the numerous events that have
taken place in your life.

And what about the future? Will the assemon !
exist” remain true forever? Or is the “I exist” only a
temporary thing that will someday disappear like a van-
ishing cloud?
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And what does the word “exist” mean in this propo-
sition? “To exist” is also an abstraction, like the word "I
No one simply exists. He works, he sleeps, he eats, he
laughs, he weeps, and more: he passes continually from
one state to another. For a person, "to exist” means “to
become.”

We think we can easily dispense with the question
of whether or not God exists when it takes considerable
thought to decide if I exist and to what extent such an
assertion holds true.

So we are forced to ask the question, does any object
named by men truly exist?

* * *

Spinoza defined truth as correspondence between
thought and its object. This definition is generally
accepted. But what object of thought ever corresponded
to thought? What is the similarity—not to say identity—
between the reality water and its English name “water”?
In German it is "Wasser,” in French “eau,” in Italian
“acqua,” in Hungarian "viz,” in Romanian “apa,” in
Russian “voda.” What is the similarity between real
water and the chemical formula H,O? What is the sim-
ilarity between water and the thought it evokes—joy for
the thirsty, excitement for the laboratory scientist,
enchantment for the poet at the river's edge, fear for the
homeowner threatened by flood, relief for the farmer
praying for rain?

Similarly, there is a tremendous difference between
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what men think about God and what God is. Believers
call men to the reality called “"God.”

Thousands of books have been written to explain
who God is, but the reader can only come away with an
explanation of the word “God,” not God Himself.

One of my most beloved Christian hymns is a Nor-
wegian one that, instead of defining God, says simply,

God is God, though all the earth lay wasted.
God is God, though all men death had tasted.

God is God, and nothing else than God 75 God.

When one becomes a disciple of the Zen religion, he
is asked to spend all his time in meditation about a few
riddles called £oan. The first is: “What is the noise
produced when you clap with only one hand?” Some
think about this for months without finding the answer,
though it is simple: “The noise produced when you clap
with one hand is the noise produced when you clap with
one hand.” Every other answer, even the obvious
“Nothing,” would be wrong. Everything can only be
what it is. God is God.

* * *

You might be tempted to put this book aside at this
point with the comment, “This is a religious book. Reli-
gion is a bore.” To which I would reply, “What about
tennis or football? Is it not boresome to throw a ball from
one side to another for hours?” “All right,” you might
say, "I concede that it is pointless, but it is beautiful,
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healthful, and a demonstration of skill.” Again I would
reply, “Religion might be useful too, and true, though it is
not amusing.”

Let us continue quietly to reason together.

* * *

Plato wrote, “Seven years of silent inquiry are
needed for a man to learn the reuth, but fourteen in order
to learn how to make it known to his fellowmen.”

I do not know why Plato chose the figure fourteen.
And why did Alexander Dumas decide that the hero of
his novel The Count of Monte Cristo would also sit in
prison for fourteen years?

I thought often about this during my years in Com-
munist prisons. Then, after I had fulfilled fourteen years
of a twenty-five-year sentence, I was released unexpect-
edly. Was it because I had learned my lesson and now
knew how to teach the truth?

In jail, where we never saw a printed page, I had no
idea about the discovery of such things as quarks or
rishonim, the last micro-minuscule, something of which
the elementary particles are composed. Only after I was
free, could I read about them.

Scientists have named the different kinds of quarks .
“truth,” "beauty,” and “charm.” Who would ever have
believed that gross matter such as iron, lead, or nitrogen
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is composed of entities for which even could, dispassion-
ate science could find no other adequate names?

God is the truth. Jesus said, "I am the truth.” The
Bible is also the truth and speaks of the beauty of holi-
ness. The church is called by religionists the pillar of
truth. And by some extraordinary coincidence the quark,
infinitesimal building block of matter, is named beauty
and truth.

An endless line contains an infinite number of
points; a line an inch long also contains an infinite
number of points. A point contains no center; in the
smallest imaginable point there is also room for an
infinitude of smaller points. So there is at once infinite-
ness in God and in the most minuscule finitude.

From the most exalted to the most obscure there is
only infiniteness. From the highest to the lowest the
essence is truth, beauty and charm.

After fourteen years of prison, will I be able to
impart this truth in a charming and convincing manner?

* * *

The world is more complex than it seems. Reality is
more subtle then we are inclined to believe. Our knowl-
edge is less certain than we think. A proposition gener-
ally accepted as true may be only relatively so because
truth is many-sided.

A good illustration is the classic story of the blind-
men and the elephant. Asked to describe what they
perceived an elephant to be, they each had a different
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answer. One felt the leg and said, “The elephant is like a
tree.” another felt the trunk and said, "A snake.” A third
grasped the tail and said, “A rope.” But not one of them
had any idea what an elephant really was.

Only the perfected soul can see the truth whole and
absolute, and this only when he surveys the whole uni-
verse in a single act of timeless knowledge.

Is this what Jesus meant when He said, “Blessed are
the pure in heart: for they shall see God” (Matthew 5:8),
God in whom all have their being and movement?

To see God? Does God exist?

* * *

God is God what we understand by the word “God”
is an almighty person or power who rules the universe
and who is the object of our positive or negative thoughts
and affection. I am the subject, He the object.

When I think thus about Him, great contradictions
arise.

If He is almighty and loving too, why does He not
prevent earthquakes, tornadoes, wars, shedding of blood,
poverty, sin? If he has the power to avert disaster and
does not, He has no excuse.

A sick lady wrote this letter of complaint to a mis-
sionary: “I was sick all last year. lam very unhappy and do
not submit to “Your will be done.’ I am angry and in
despair that so much suffering and awful things must
happen to me. Please don’t send me words of comfort. I
am fighting with Him unless He is asleep and does not
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know what is happening in this world, which He has so
beautifully created.

“Think about the last war, the concentration camps,
and what is happening now. I don't want to read the
paper or listen to the wireless any more. You, however, |
wish all the best, you idealist.”

Many Jews say, "I believed, until millions of us were
gassed and burned by Hitler. Let God now choose
another people.”

God has no excuse. Perhaps He needs no excuse.
Does a potter excuse himself before the clay for what he
makes out of it, for putting what he has shaped into the
burning oven to harden it?

Actually, God's power is of a totally different order.
There are many forms of power—nuclear, atomic,
caloric, electric, mechanical, spiritual.

God is spirit. So His power must be spiritual. What
distinguishes this energy from other types is that it is not
coercive. It is not a compulsory cause which must by
followed by a certain effect.

Perhaps He is almighty in His power to convince, to
teach, to persuade, to provide examples, a power utilized
by educators, pastors, and writers.

God does not force men to be good. But He shows
His almightines by becoming a Babe in a manger, an
itinerant Teacher who inspires love or hate, a Man cruci-
fied between robbers who endures all things with love
and by His supreme sacrifice has the power to attract
many people in many climes to love and goodness.

God is not a sort of Superman who always appears
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as the dewus ex machina to rescue men in trouble. Rather,
He is an almighty, serene, joyful, patient Being who
persuades men to receive from His bounteous hand these
same qualities.

There was a moment in time when He spoke a word
and the primary chaos became an ordered universe. He
breathed into a figure of clay and it became a living soul.
He communicated with His creatures and they became
saints.

He has the power to break through to men, to speak
to them, to persuade them, to transform them, to make
them happy for all eternity.

Their happiness comes not from being rescued from
all their troubles but from becoming like Him in
character.

Once while in Santa Maria, St. Francis of Assisi
called Brother Leon to him and said, “Write.”

He replied, "I listen.”

“Write down what true joy is.

“That all doctors of divinity of Paris have come to
in- scribe themselves in our monastic order is not true
joy, neither that all bishops and archbishops or even the
kings of France and England have joined it.

“Neither is it true joy that the brothers go to infidels
and convert everybody, nor that someone receives the
‘power to cure all sickness.”

“Then what is true joy?”

“I come from Perugia. It is winter. I am frozen. My
garment is clothed with icicles. I am hungry. I knock at
the gate of the monastery for a long time.” Then some-
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one asks, 'Who is it?' I reply, ‘Francis.’ The answer comes,
‘Away from here. We don’t need a simpleton like you." |
insist: ‘Receive me for at least one night.’ But they drive
me away.

“I tell you that if you remain calm and do not lose
patience, this is true joy and true virtue and true good for
the soul.”

God is not a power in the sense that He will keepa
man from dying (though there have been such excep-
tional cases). As a matter of fact, life often rides like a
harpy on one’s back, a goad and a plague. But when at
death she relinquishes her hold, we see her transformed
into a beautiful maiden. All the suffering we have
endured becomes reason for joy.

Jesus, God in human flesh, with all power in heaven
and earth, chose not to change external circumstances,
not to avoid a very painful death on the cross. Rather, by
accepting His destiny with love and forgiveness, He
demonstrated that we need not fear death. And once this
fear is overcome, life itself becomes—as He promised to
those who follow Him—more abundant.

It is a great mischief not to know God, but it is an
even greater mischief to draw the wrong conclusions
from our misapprehension.
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In a sense, all of life is a venture, since we as humans
cannot predict the future. I do not know if the marriage I
am contemplating will make me happy; neither do I
know if I would be happier to remain unmarried. I do not
know what the career I have chosen will bring me. I do
not know for certain if the food I have just eaten will do
me good. But we all make decisions based on
presumptions.

Let us do the same in this matter of the existence of
God. Let us “gamble,” as Blaise Pascal suggests. He says,

in effect: If I put my faith in God and He does not exist, |
lose nothing except the sinful amenities I must renounce,
which are harmful in any case. But if He exists—ah, then
I have won an eternity of joy.

* * *

As early as 1912, Lenin wrote the following in a
letter to Gorki: “Millions of acts of violence, of illnesses
and epidemics, are much less dangerous than the most
purified, the slightest idea of a God...God is the personal
enemy of the Communist society.”

- He also wrote, "Religion is a kind of spiritual vodka,
in which the slaves of capital drown their human features
and their reverence for a somehow dignified human life.”

There are those who choose to think like him; but
there are also multitudes who choose to believe in God.

To you it might be doubtful if God exists, but the
following Jewish story surely exists:

A rabbi put the following question to a man in his
congregation: “Two men enter a house through the
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chimney. The one is dirty, the other clean. Which of them
washes himself?”

The Jew replies, “Surely, the dirty one.”

“No,” says the rabbi, “because the dirty man sees
that the other is clean, so he presumes he is clean too. The
clean man, seeing the dirt on the other, believes he is
dirty also and washes himself.

“Now I have a second question,” continues the
rabbi. “Two men enter a house through the chimney.
One is dirty, the other clean. Which one washes
himself?”

The Jew answers, "Now I know: the clean one.”

“No,” says the rabbi. “The clean man looks at his
hands and clothes and sees they are clean, so why should
he wash? To other man seés that he is dirty all over, so he
washes.”

The rabbi put a third question: “Two men enter a
house through the chimney. One is clean, the other dirty.
Which one washes himself?”

In despair, the Jew shouts, “Both!”

“Wrong,” says the rabbi. “If two men enter through
a chimney, how can one remain clean? Did you not see
that the question is foolish?”

So any human questioning of God is foolish. If there
were no intelligent Creator, there would be no intelligent
being to put questions or to deny the intelligent Creator.
God simply exists. Even the assertion that He exists is a
condescension to the unreasonableness of ordinary
thinking.
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Logicians have long contested the notion that
“exists” can be a predicate. The very fact that you pro-
nounce a noun indicates that you accept the notion of its
existence. If not, about whom do you speak? about whom
do you assert that he does or does not exist?

Does a present king of France exist? About whose
existence then do you ask? The notion “present king of
France” surely exists. The only problem is whether or not
this notion corresponds to reality.

With God, this problem does not occur. The notion
“God” surely exists; otherwise we could not debate about
His existence or non-existence. The notion “God” is the
notion of a perfect being, the ultimate beyond which
nothing can be conceived. To exist in reality is an essen-
tial part of perfection. Once the notion “God” exists,
there must be a God in reality.

Anselm of Canterbury pointed to the discrepancy
between having the notion of a perfect being and denying
its existence. Does existence not belong to perfection?
How can one be perfect without being existent?

St. Bonaventura said "If God is God, He exists.”

* * *

I propose to write about atheism and about God.

If there is a God and I am His creatrue, this is sheer
audacity. He is supposed to be an eternal spirit, while I
am carnal. He is supposed to be eternal, while I am
mortal.

If there is no God, I am the result of the coming
together by chance of molecules, which also came
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together by chance. What chance has this result of chance
to know the truth?

If atheism is true, if there is no eternal God and no
eternal life, if we are aggregates of molecules that came
into existence as a result of random movements of matter
which just happens to exist, if death is the end for the
unbeliever as well as the believer, if ultimately not only
all mankind but even the earth and the whole universe
will wind down in a process called entropy, then every-
thing is vanity. All history will end with not a single soul
remaining even to be interested in what happened to
mankind in the short span of time it happened to exist.

If God exists, He needs no defense. If He does not
exist, whom do I attack? A chimera? Then why do we not
contest other fairy tales?

In attacking belief in God, atheism might render
itself a dis-service.

A Russian farmer was asked, "Do you believe in
God?”

He said, "I certainly do.”

“Why do you believe? Did you ever see Him?"

“No, but neither did I ever see a Japanese. I believe
the Japanese exist because our army waged a war against
them. And I believe in God's existence because such a
fierce battle is fought by our government against Him.
Do you lead a war against a nonexistent being?”

' know it is presumptuous of me to write about this
subject. But though I take up my pen timorously, I believe
that almost fifty years of study and meditation on this
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subject entitle me to hope that I can make a significant,
though small contribution in this area.

* * *

This book is obviously not for everyone.

A musician standing before the Empire State Build-
ing in New York said to a friend, "How beautifully that
child across the street whistles.” His companion was
astonished. “How can you hear him in all this noise?”
The musician threw a coin on the pavement. Imme-
diately several men gathered. The proof had been given.
Everyone hears what interests him.

Those interested in money hear the clink of a coin.
Those interested in music hear even the rustling of leaves
shaken by the wind. Those thirsty for truth will find
something useful in the present book.

What I write is only for those who want answers,
who desire knowledge, who prefer the light of truth to
the darkness of ignorance.

* * *

Some believe the existence of God is an ethical issue:
we have need of the notion of God, because without it
morals collapse.

The Hungarian Communists once made a movie
called “The Spiral Ladder.” It is the story of a married
man with two children. A good Communist and a good
worker, he was sent by the party from a province town to
Budapest to organize a cultural revolution.
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Because of a shortage of apartments in Budapest, he
had to leave his family behind for a while. One can guess
the plot. He fell in love with his secretary and abandoned
his family.

In one scene, while in bed with his mistress, he asks,
“Don’t you have any remorse for splitting up my
family?”

She answers, “When I was a child I was taught to
restrain’ my passions because there is a reward in the
Kingdom of Heaven for those who do so and punish-
ment in hell for those who do not. But I don’t believe in
such things any more. Therefore, what reason do I have
to restrain myself or worry about your family?”

Dostoievsky had said it before in The Brothers
Karamazov: "lf there is no God, everything is
permissible.”

It would seem desirable, then, to invent God if He
did not exist, believe in Him and cause others to believe
in Him so that society could function and survive.

“Not so,” says Jesus, surprisingly. “If there is no God
and no heaven, let everyone know it. In my father’s house
there are many mansions, If it were not so, I would have
told you.”

But then what should we conclude? Should we argue
that since there is no Master, no Judge, we should squeeze
from life, as quickly as possible, the few pleasures it
affords? What about those to whom life allots no
pleasures?

Another conclusion is possible.

* * *
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In the seventeenth century, when atheism was
almost unknown among the Jewish people, a Jew said to
his rabbi, “I don’t believe in God.”

The rabbi embraced him and said, “How I envy you!
Your state of soul is so much better than mine. When I
see a man who is sick or poor or in distress, I comfort
myself with the thought, ‘God will help him.’ Since you
don’t believe in God, you must help him instead. It
remains for you to do the things God would do if He
existed. Therefore, live like this and you will be all right.”

When my son Mihai was perhaps five, said some-
thing similar. At a prayer meeting he heard me interced-
ing for a poor family. Suddenly he interrupted me: “Why
talk to God about the problem? Put your hand in your
pocket and give your money to the poor.”

In the years 1907 to 1912 there was a segment of the
Bolshevik Party of Russia known as the Bogoiskatelstvo
or Bogostroitelstvo (seekers for or constructors of God).
It numbered among its adherents such renowned men as
Maxim Gorki, the writer, and Lunatcharsky, later minis-
ter of culture in the Soviet government. Their reasoning
went like this: Since there is no God, let us act the way
God would; let us construct a God. They thought like the
rabbi. :

Lenin fought bitterly against this faction. He feared
that those who followed such reasoning would soon
recognize their inability to be godlike. They might also
conclude that there must be a godly force to imbue them
with such a desire.

Well, it appears that one need not be sure of the
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existence of God before attempting to walk in His ways.
To admit only what one understands often leads to willed
ignorance. :

One might be well advised to proceed like th
scientist.

The priest Gregor Mendel became the father of
genetics some one hundred years before the discovry of
genes or even of chromosomes. But because his ideas
were considered too revolutionary, he never succeeded in
passing even a teacher’s examination. He was told, “One
cannot expect exactness when dealing with living things.
It is not like physics, where one measures length or force
or velocity. Life is too complex and mysterious for a ruler
or a watch. You cannot measure the fragrance of a
flower.”

But he knew God loves numbers. In fact, one of the
books of the Bible is called “Numbers.” It is written in the
Bible that He numbers the stars, the least of the birds,
even the hairs of a man’s head.

Mendel knew, without any proof, that there must be
definite laws of heredity. It must be possible to predict
the extent to which parental qualities will be transmitted
to their offspring. Nature cannot be irrational and
incomprehensible.

On the basis of presumptions of faith, he discovered
the laws of genetics, without the knowledge of genes.
Mendel's law of separation still stands. He called the
unknown entities with which he worked “factors.”

You too can work with the “factor” unknown to you
whom others call God. Take Him as your model and
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follow the rabbi’s advice.

Delve into the notion “God” even if you don’t know
Him.

Francis Bacon wrote, “If a man will begin with
certainties, he shall end in doubt, but if he’ll be content to
begin with doubt, he shall end in certainties.” Therefore,
start with your doubts!

* * *

We have the notion of a perfectly good and just
Being. Some believe the notion corresponds to reality,
others do not. :

Why should we not dare to try to make Him exist?

At one time, technology did not exist, nor instant
communication around the globe, nor modern medicine,
nor democratic and socialistic institutions, nor capital
and labour as giant forces. We could neither fly nor
navigate under water. But we desired these things and
brought them into being.

There exists an ideal notion of what a spiritual
person should be. Let us endeavor to become like this
ideal. We have turned dreams into reality in other mat-
ters. Let us do what the rabbi advised. If there is no God,
let us do what a God whold have to do if He existed. Very
soon we will realize how right Lenin was to protest
against such endeavors. Before long they lead to the
discovery of their inspiration: the real God.

What a paradox! We learn that religion at its best
has much in common with atheism: the God religionists
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worship is remarkably like the God the atheists deny.

Mister Eckhardt, a medieval mystic, once said: “A
truly holy man has been made so at one with God that he
does not think of God or look for God outside himself.”

A second-century Christian thinker, Monoimus,
wrote: “Abandon the search for God and the creation and
other matters of a similar sort. Look for Him by taking
yourself as the starting point. Learn who it is within you
who makes everything His own and says, ‘My God, my
mind, my thought, my soul, my body.” Learn the sources
of sorrow, joy, love, hate..If you carefully investigate
these matters you will find Him in yourself.”

Einstein said, "Reality is one electromagnetic field.”
There is only one reality. What seems to be plurality is
often only multiple aspects of one reality. Gaurinsakar
and Mt. Everest were found to be the same peak of
Himalayan seen from different valleys.

In Hindu temples can be found the inscription,
“Brahman is one and there is no second.” These same
words are sung in Jewish synagogues: “He is one and
there is no other.”

On this point, religion and atheism concur: “Reality
is one.” We all adore “the one.” Atheists say, “Matter is
this “one”. There is nothing else. Spirit is an attribute of
matter organized within the human brain.”

We say, “God is ‘the one,” and nothing has existence
without Him.” There surely was a St. Paul and he is in
glory because he could write, “I am nothing.” Only
nothing has real existence alongside Him.

The priest Maximilian Kolbe, who died a martyr’s
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death in Auschwitz under the Nazis, once said, "I would
like to be consumed unobserved without leaving a trace.”

Unlike stones and thorns that injure the feet of
those who tread on them, God’s chosen people are like
sand that passively yields to the tramp of the world and
harms nobody. Even when the child of God walks, he
leaves no trail of dust behind.

“When God brands a heart with his love, he scatters
his heap of being to the winds of nonexistence.” (Kivaja
Ansari)

God has created all things, and all things exist
through His self-existent power. “In Him we live, and
move, and have our being.” (Acts 17:28)

Only He exists truly. Language obliges me to refer to
myself as "I, but only God has the right to utter the word
of ego-consciousness. | exist only “in Him.”

Scientists, among them both religionists and athe-
ists, agree: "There is only one.”

Who is this one?

Some say "I exist” and their "I" is so big that it
allows for the existence of no one else. Stalin forbade not .
only God but also his closest comrades to exist. Trotsky,
Zinoviev, Jagoda—all had to die that his "I might
remain alone. :

In like manner, two thousand years ago in Palestine,
Jesus was sacrificed to the selfish egotism of men whose
minds could not accommodate to His mission and
demeanor.

It is a sad fact that those who believe only in them-
selves destroy even within themselves all thoughts that
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do not correspond to their basic “I”.

Christian thought is at the antipode: only God
exists. St. Paul could write, "I live; yet not I, but Christ
lives in me.” (Galatians 2:20) The believing soul says
about her heavenly Bridegroom, “My Beloved is mine
and I am His.” The Hebrew word for “His” is /o, which
also means “not.” The translation could read, "My
Beloved is mine and I am not.” In writing, a difference is
made, but the spoken language existed before writing,
Spoken, it is the same word.

We Christians, then, have no need of being. What
use has a person for his own existence once he has known
God?

So we are agreed: there is only one. Who or what is
this one? Is it matter which, when organized as a man'’s
brain, fancies a nonexistent God, or is it God, who has
created matter and life, upholding His whole creation
with His presence?

It is little wonder that some civilized men identify
themselves with matter. Our civilization is skin-deep.
Primitive people, too, identify themselves with their
totems, which at least are real. But what is matter?
According to Einstein’s ultimate vision, it exists only as a
curvature of the space-time continuum.

How meaningless to identify only with a space-time
continuum! We believers, on the other hand, strive for
unity with God, who gives meaning and purpose to our
lives.

Which is better? Who is right?

* * *
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A little bird once came upon a forest fire. Seized
with compassion for all the wildlife and beauty that
would be destroyed, she resolved to extinguish it. Flying
to a far-off lake, she filled her beak with water and
returned to sprinkle it, drop by drop, on the growing
blaze. But within a few short hours she fell dead of
exhaustion.

Neither the little flock of Christ nor I have the
illusion that we will be able to extinguish the fire of
atheism and false religion. This fire comes from too deep
a source. :

I do not believe that atheism means forsaking God,
but rather resisting Him to the poiht of being forsaken by
Him. To bring atheists to the light, one must wrestle
even with the angels of God who bring them doom.

I write only because of the great pain in my heart.
And yet—whence should a little mouth have the elo-
quence to speak about the great sea?

* * *

A man of Chu, called Pienho, found an uncut jade in
the Chu Mountains. He took it home and presented it to
the Emperor Wu. The Emperor asked a jeweéller to assess
it. “It is just an ordinary stone,” announced the jeweller.
The Emperor, believing Pienho to be a liar, ordered his
left foot to be cut off.

When the Emperor Wu died, and Wen ascended the
throne, Pienho again presented it to the Emperor, who
also asked a jeweller to give his opinion of it. Again he
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said, “Just a stone.” The Emperor, regarding Pienho as a
liar, ordered his right foot to be cut off.

King Wen died, and Chang became Emperor.
Pienho, carrying the jade in his arms, went to the foot of
the So Mountains and wept there for three days and three
nights until all his tears were cried away, and he wept
blood. \
On hearing this, the Emperor sent officers to find
out the reason, saying, “In this world such people are
many; why are you weeping so bitterly?”

Pienho said, “I am not grieving about the loss of my
feet, but because the jade was called a stone, and because
an upright man was called dishonest. That's why I am
grieving.”

The Emperor told a jeweller to polish the jade, and
it was found out to be so, and was named “The Jade of
Pienho.”

* * *

The Bible forbids men to defend God. A certain man
who tried to steady an object of cult, the Jews’ very holy
Ark of the Covenant, which he thought was in danger of
falling, was struck dead. (II Samuel 6:6,7) The Apostle
Peter, who drew his sword to defend His Master against
the people who had come to arrest Him, was rebuked by
Jesus: “Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they
that take the sword shall perish with the sword.” (Mat-
thew 26:52)

We Christians are not angry because some people
are atheists. Neither are we angry because many of our
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brethren suffer persecution in countries ruled by atheists.

But our hearts are broken because the precious jewel
of faith is considered worthless. We desire to see the
jewel vindicated. Therefore I write these lines.

In the normal course of events, this book will be
translaed into the languages of Communist countries and
transported secretly across their borders. But while athe-
ism is the acknowledged religion of the Communists,
there is widespread atheism and irreligiosity in the free
world as well. And so this book has a broad-based poten-
tial audience. '

Consider the following statistics: Of 100 English
children, only 40 know the beginning of the Lord’s
Prayer; 17 do not know even that much. Some 40% do
not know who Jesus was; 73% know nothing about
Pentecost. Of 340 girls in a confessional school in Nurn-
berg, 85 knew their astrological sign, but only five knew
the Ten Commandments. In Paris only 5% of the popu-
lation attends religious services; in London, 3%. (H.
Heinz, Faith and Eternity,Wegweiser Publishing House)

The terrible thing is not simply that men do not
know God, but that they have no interest even in finding
out whether or not He exists. The question is outside the
realm of their preoccupations. The result is that mankind
has became primitive. Today's great poison is
indifference.

In some parts of the earth there are savage tribes
that have no notion of the immediate future. A swelling
of waters does not interest them until it has swept away
their houses. Even less are they concerned with heaven or
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hell. It is in vain that one speaks to a mouse about a tiger.
the mouse is concerned only with cats.

In spiritual matters, modern man is very much like
the mouse. Never was life more involved and more
threatening than it is now, but he takes no time to sit
down quietly, think about it, and face up to the issues.

A European once invited two African tribal chiefs to
travel with him by car for a while. At the end of the first
day they said to him, “With our bodies we have travelled
far, but our souls could not keep pace. Now we have to
wait a few days until our souls-reach us.”

In the last four or five decades mankind has
advanced tremendously in technical and scientific know
ledge. There have also been profound political and eco-
nomic changes. Our souls have not adjusted to these new
circumstances.

So I'say to you, sit down, be quiet, and think: Which
of the old values remain? What about my outlook? Are
there things I need to change? Is the problem of the
existence of God important to me?

For some, the ideal life consists only of eating,
drinking, and sex. Some go beyond mere sensual gratifi-
cation; they not only enjoy these things but also philoso-
phize about them. These are the materialistic thinkers.
Others advance even further: they philosophize about
materialist philosophy and live on the presumption that
there is more to reality than matter.

The Bible says that once in Gadara thousands of
swine possessed by demons ran wildly toward the sea and
drowned. Legend adds: “One single pig survived. It had
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stopped for a moment and asked itself, "What makes me
run? What business do I have in the sea? Will I not
drown?”

I af)peal to all atheists to stop for a moment and ask
themselves, “Why all the denials? Am I possibly cheating

myself? Would it not be better to investigate quietly the
possibility of another reality beyond mere matter?”

At any rate, materialists —regardless of their beliefs
about God—need to ask themselves what material things
they really believe in.

For instance, colour is neither in things nor in the
eye of the beholder. Colour appears when, for example,
red-engendering oscillations react on the red-perceiving
eye.

The same is true of other qualities of material
objects. If one diligently inquires about matter it slips
between the fingers. We must go higher than matter and
man to our creator.

If we can perceive the human spirit, surely we can
apprehend also in the same measure what is above it. The
human spirit is beyond mere touch or taste or smell or
sight. It is perceived through its actions. Since the uni-
verse is full of actions of other than human origin, let us
ascend.

Lenin once wrote, “All actual religions and
churches, all religious organizations, are considered by
Marxism as organs of the bourgeois reactionaries, serv-
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ing the defense of exploitation and the doping of the
working class.” ;

After seventy years of Communist revolution, there
are still religions and churches in Russia. Whom do they
serve today? 3

Russia can no longer point a finger at reactionaries:
they have all been shot. Anti-socialism and the exploita-
tion of the working classes have presumably long since
been eradicated by the Marxist “liberators” and "benefac-
tors.” Whence the continuing interest in religion? Who
besides “organs of the bourgeois reaction” support
churches and religious organizations? Who is behind
religion?

Might it be the reality of God?

* * *

Atheists ask, “Why all the dispute? If God exists, He
certainly can reveal Himself. No one can question the
existence of an American president, for instance, because
everyone can see and hear him on TV. If God were to
show Himself as clearly as the president, who could deny
His existence?”

The present author has spent many years in Com-
munist prisons. I find I cannot communicate my expe-
rience to men who have never been in jail, let alone under
such atrocious circumstances. Even the Nazi holocaust is
contested, in spite of all the proofs, because men cannot
bear the burden of knowing they belong to such a crimi-
nal race.
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Lenin said correctly that if deep passions and press-
ing interests were involved, men would contest even that
two and two are four.

Let’s be honest: if acknowledging the existence of
God presupposed giving up a cherished way of life, many
would find excuse enough to deny His reality even if He
appeared on TV in the same manner as an American
president or a Soviet premier.

In any case, the question of why God does or does
not choose to reveal Himself is secondary. The great
question is whether or not He exists. We humans and
everything around us are composed of mesons, electrons,
and leptons. They constitute our very life and the lives of
all our antecedents, though no one knew of their exist-
ence. Quite obviously, ingorance of this reality does not
disprove their existence.

Is there a God or not?

* * *

There is much to be said for not debating truth atall.

When Newton issued his new theory of light, all
physicists argued with him. Newton became weary and
wrote to Leibnitz, *'I was so persecuted with discussions
arising out of the publication of the theory of light, thatI
blame my own imprudence for parting with so substan-
tial a blessing as my quiet in order to run after a shadow.”
From that time on, he refused to have anything to do
with debate.

But on the other hand, if there is a God, certainly He
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would not object to a debate between His faithful and the
atheists.

Atheists have abolished God, but so far God has
been more tolerant. Not only had He allowed atheism to
exist, but, like a loving, indulgent parent, He has allowed
atheists to come up with good arguments for their
convictions.

And so it was that thirteenth-century theologian
Thomas Aquinas, knowing the intellectual armamenta-
rium of atheism, first put forth in his Summa Theologica
all the best arguments contradicting Christian postulates.
Then, after having “fulfilled all righteousness” toward
his philosophical adversaries, he brought forth all his
most cogent atguments for the truth of religion. (Anselm
of Canterbury proceeded in a similar fashion.)

Since his day, atheist philosophers have actually
written books against religion by copying these anti-
theistic arguments adduced by St. Thomas as he set about
to defend the faith.

Believers who deny that it is possible for atheists to
have valid arguments should not expose their ignorance.
The God who provided lions with strength and tigers
with cunning, though He knew they might devour His
own children, provided atheists with room for doubt, as
well as pretty good proofs for their convictions. We let
these proofs stand.

The Jain philosophers in India have some. In their
holy book Mabapurana, it is written:

“If God is perfect, He does not strive for the aims of
men [righteousness, profit or pleasure]. So what advan-
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tage would He gain by creating the universe? If you say
that He created to no purpose, because it was His nature
to do so, then God is pointless. If He created in some kind
of sport, it was a sport of a foolish child leading to
trouble. If out of love for living things and need of them
He made the world, why did He not make creation
wholly blissful, free from misfortune? God commits
great sin in slaying the children whom He Himself
created. If you say that He slays only to destroy evil
beings, why did He create such beings in the first place?”

No one knows why the creation occurred and why
the universe is composed of both matter and spirit.
Atheists and believers alike are without an answer to
many questions.

We do not have to go as far afield as Jainism to find
such problems posed. St. Paul asks the shocking question,
“Does God fail?” (Romans 3:3 and 9:6)

If an apostle of Christ could put such a question, we
will not point an accusatory finger at atheists. Even
Vatican Council II declared that there is an inculpable
atheism which does not exclude salvation.

Our brains are operative democracies, since no brain
listens to a single voice. Why then should there be only
the voice of faith in matters of religion?

I myself started out as an atheist. Later I became a
Christian. What kind of believer would I be if I had no
understanding for those who have remained faithful to
their first love, atheism, while I abandoned It?

If there is a God, fantasy must be part of His crea-
tion. Fantasy, allowed scope, can readily conceive a world
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that evolved from whirlwinds of atoms, out of which it
engendered first apes and then man. It can also disallow
the reality of God.

In addition, we cannot condemn atheists, because
there exists unbelief in believers too. In all men the roots
of sin are permanent.

But just as there exists unbelief in believers, so there
exists faith in atheists.

Marxist atheists practice dialectic thinking.

The average mind can think only logically, in the
best of cases: “A is A,” which means “A is not B. A is
either A or non-A. A third possibility is excluded.” Dia-
lectics says the contrary: “All things are interpenetra-
tions of contradictions.” To live means to die. To be an
atheist means to be so concerned with God that you have
to deny His very existence in order to have peace of mind.
There is no such thing as a serene atheist.

I do not go around saying, "I don’t have a million
dollars in the bank,” because no purpose would be served
by such a denial. Why then should a person try hard to
convince everyone that there is no God unless he is
plagued by doubts that God may indeed exist?

On the other hand, we confess that being a believer
means to recognize within oneself such an inclination to
disbelief that faith in God has to be constantly unders-
cored and reinforced.

Engels once wrote that even the most consistent
Christian has in him the seed of what could lead in its
development to atheism. This is true if we accept also the
contrary: that every atheist is a potential believer.



46 Proofs of God’s Existence

We are reminded of the observation of St. Francis
Xavier: “A good many do not become Christians simply
because there is no one to make them Christians.” Pope
John Paul II adds: "It often comes to my mind to run and
to shout here and there in the academies of Europe and to
address those who have more scholarship than charity
with the following word: Oh, how great is the number of
souls excluded from heaven through your fault.”

Many men become atheists because of the multitude
of unanswered questions.

Mankind has advanced from hunting with a bow
and killing with a stone to annihilating with a nuclear
bomb. Where is God in the picture? Sartre seems right
when he observes that "History progersses without
knowing about itself,” otherwise it would not have gone
this bloody route.

The Bible says God cannot behold iniquity. How
then does He behold this evil world and allow it to
progress in wickedness?

Further, the Bible says that no man can see God and
live. (Exodus 33:20) But it completes the thought a few
verses later by saying we can see only His back part (verse
43). While the future remains an enigma, we can see Him
only in past events. Christians believe that at the end of
history there will be a light that will illuminate every-
thing past. But the road ahead is difficult and the answer
is distant. Today’s darkness engenders atheism not only
in Communist countries, but also in many parts of the
Western world as well.

If Scripture says that it was God who prepared a fish
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to swallow Jonah (1:17), might He possibly have pre-
pared also this great tide of atheism which engulfs so
many men?

Atheists observe that Christians pray, “Thy king-
dom come.”

The ordinary man cannot fathom how terrible it
must be for a king to be without a kingdom. How many
men gather around the deposed kings of Romania, Bul-
garia, Greece, Iran? Why should we wonder that God
does not have more adherents? It is rather a wonder that
He has as many followers as He does. He is the only king
without a kingdom who has millions to praise and adore
Him.

Because He is a king without a kingdom—at least, a
visible kingdom in this world, perceptible to everyone to
be with God seemingly means to be deprived of much joy.

In Jesus’ parable of the Prodigal son, He speaks
about a young man who went astray, then returned to his
father’s home. Overjoyed, the father ordered musicand a
feast for the occasion. The elder brother of the prodigal,
hearing the music as he came from work, inquired as to
its meaning. Music in the father’s house was rare.

Music in our Father’s house is rare, too. Those
faithful to Him groan under heavy crosses. Can we
reproach men for shunning the road of much suffering
and preferring that of happiness and joy? Nightingales
and larks prefer song.

Not every atheistic attitude is the fault of the atheist.

People do not join a faith. They join the faithful. If
men do not receive our faith, it might be because we fail
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to exercise it.

It is written about Jesus that He is the express image
of God's person (Hebrews 1:3), yet He made Himself of
no reputation (Philippians 2:7). Christians pray that His
name be hallowed, though He does not strive for a
reputation. Since He humbles Himself, atheists in a
sense cannot be blamed for not recognizing in Him the
King. ,
Some of these things are difficult to understand. But
the whole of reality is difficult to understand. An atom is
a riddle; so is a flower, a man, a talent. Christians sacrifice
their intellect, their time, their meney, their lives for
Christ. Their conversation is without covetousness. They
are content with the things they can understand.
(Hebrews 13:5). As for the rest, they are content to accept
even the mystery.

Atheism has its justifications. But men evolve many
ways of dealing with reality. Religion might have some
justification too. Will you not consider it?

If you do not, please know that we are ready to credit
your courage, especially if you live in Christian
surroundings.

Addressing a gathering of schoolboys, a bishop gave
this example of moral courage: “A boy in a dormitory
who, in front of all the others, kneels down and says his
prayers before hopping into bed.”

He then asked the boys if they could think of
another example. "Sir,” piped up one voice, “abishop ina
dormitory full of bishops, who hops into bed without
saying his prayers.” :
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=

Atheists on the other hand should be willing to
acknowledge the courage of believers.

* * *

A missionary home from Uganda told this story.
His church had a Gift Day, but instead of sending their
gifts ahead of time for decoration, they brought them on
the Sabbath morning. When the service was over and the
missionary stood looking at the pile of gifts, he thought
he heard something. Looking down the aisle, he spotted a.
little African girl. ;

The missionary asked, “Did you want to speak to
me?”

Very timidly the little girl came up to the front of
the church and said, “Please, sir, I want to give some-
thing,” and putting her hand into her scanty garment she
took out a bag. She opened it and pulled out handful after
handful of silver and gold until there was a pile of silver
on the table worth more than all the other gifts put
together.

The missionary said, “You should not have done
this. Tell us where you took the money and we will put it
back.”

The child burst into tears. “It’s all mine.”

The missionary exclaimed, "It cannot be your own.
You are too poor.”

The story came out. The child had sold herself as a
slave in order to give money to the church.

To become self-sacrificing like God, to become as
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God would be if He existed, is an excellent way to find
God. This was what the rabbi recommended. Have you
tried it?

* * *

The atheist position leaves open a question, one
posed in 625 A. D. by King Edward of Northumberland,
who could not decide whether he should accept the
preaching of the first missionaries to come to the British
Isles.

A nobleman proposed the following: “Life is like a
banquet hall in which you and your knights sit at table. It
is winter, and outside the storm winds blow. But inside it
is warm. A sparrow enters through an opening, flies the
length of the comfortable hall, then departs through
another opening. Like the sparrow, we find life bearable
within the banquet hall, but we do not know what pre-
cedes and what follows. If the new teaching can tell us
this, it should be followed.”

So it came about that Christianity was accepted.

The scientist John Haldane once suggested to a
Christian prelate that in a universe containing millions
of planets it was inevitable that life should appear by
chance on one of them. “Sir,” said the prelate, “If Sco-
tland Yard found a body in your Saratoga truck, would
you tell them, ‘There are millions of t-unks in the
world—surely one of them must contain a body?’ I think
they still would want to know who put it there.”

* * *
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Hitler claimed to be religious. In Mesin Kampf he
said he led the very fight of the Lord. He also said, “I go
the way Providence dictates with the assurance of a
sleepwalker.”

Goebbels, Hitler's aide, was also sure of hlmsefl He
wrote in his )ournal on July 21, 1926, the following: “The

Jew is verily the anti-Christ of world history.” He
believed that in slaughtering Jews he was God's warrior.

Hitler was neither the first nor the last to kill in the
name of God. One has only to think of the Ayatollah
Khomeini in Iran.

During the Inquisition many died a martyr’s death
at the stake for God. But those who burned them were as
convinced as the martyrs that they were serving God.

What a fanatical religious murderer understands by
the word “God” and the sentiments it evokes in him are
surely very different from the feelings of a true, loving,
humble believer.

The notion of a God who is partial is false. No
nation, class, party, or religion is permitted to proclaim
“God is with us” if this means He is against all others. It
is no wonder that many have become atheists in rebellion
against this false notion.

The Bible sometimes speaks in riddles, like the
koans which the disciples of Zen Buddhism have to guess
at. For instance, the apostle Paul asks, "If God is on our
side, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31)

Usually the answer that is given is, "Nobody.” But
the whole experience of the children of God contradicts
this easy reply. Many are bitterly opposed to those who
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unite with God.

Therefore, the reply “Nobody can be against us” is
wrong. The question is wrong and thus cannot have any
correct reply, just as there cannot be a correct answer to
the question, “Which two even digits added to each other
equal 192" The question is wrong. As for God, He is not
partial. He cannot be on “our” side. He cannot be a
national, denominational, or racial God.

If it were possible for a being to live on a negative
particle within the atom, he would doubtless think of
Him as a negative God. Perhaps; in a sense, atheists live
in a negative spiritual sphere and therefore see God with
a minus sign before His name.

God feeds lions as well as sheep. He makes His sun
rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just
and on the unjust. (Matthew 5:45) He is not a partisan
God and does not want me to be partisan. In every
conflict He teaches me to rejoice with the victorious and
weep with the vanquished. The apostle James says, “The
wisdom that is from above is...without partiality.” (James
3:17) e

God’s mercy is not confined to the boundaries of any
social group. It is not confined to the boundaries of the
church, An atheist is not excluded from it. He who seeks
truth seeks God, whether he knows it or not.

A man’s atheism can be his way to God.

False thoughts are often a pathway to truth. Ein-
stein said that 999 of his thoughts were false. The search
for truth is like a sifting. Many thoughts have to pass
through the sieve for the correct one to remain.
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Neosalvarsan, the medicinal treatment for syphilis,
was called drug 606, because it took 605 unsuccessful
experiments to discover it. Errors were thus a pathway
leading to truth. Atheism, too, can be for many a neces-
sary steppingstone toward the truth. Every calendar day
comprehends not only light but also darkness. “God
called the light Day and the darkness He called Night.
And the evening and the morning were the first day.”
The morning without the preceding night is not a day.

Night has its place in nature and atheism its place in
a sinful world. Much of its criticism of religion is true.
Sorrily, faith does not always lead to goodness. Faith in
God depends on one’s concept of God.

The false notion, then, of a partial, exclusive, and
excluding God has been disavowed by many, who react by
choosing to reject such a God. They call themselves
atheists.

Not all Biblical concepts of God satisfy all modern
men. Scripture contains notions of God acceptable only
to a small segment of society. In fact, the deeper one
delves into the Bible, the greater the difficulties become.

The judges of Jesus were not able to rely on the
witnesses against Him because they disagreed in some
details. How can we rely on the witnesses for Him who
disagree even in essentials? Not one of His chroniclers
says the whole truth and only the truth.

St. Paul confesses publicly that he adjusts the truth
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to his audience: to the Jews he is as a Jew, to those without
the law as one who had no law. (I Corinthians 9:20,21)
He also confesses that he gives different doses of truth:
spiritual milk to some, and strong meat to others.

If one studies the Scriptures in their original lan-
guages, the difficulties increase. God is called adosh—
holy. But in Hebrew the word also means “pervert.” God
appropriates to Himself an ambiguous appelation. He
might have a good purpose: to show that in His compas-
sion He identifies with the worst of men and that they
may have access to Him. But it does not make it easy for
an atheist to accept Him.

What should a lover of peace make of another of His
names, “Lord of Hosts,” or more simply, “God of the
Armies”? The words spoken in Hebrew are literally
“God-the armies.”

What should a lover of virtue make of the fact that
the Bible praises men like David and Jehu, who were far
from being models of morality?

In the Old Testament—which was the whole Jewish
Bible at the time of Christ—there are many things diffi-
cult to understand. Why were animal sacrifices neces-
sary? In fact, after the Fall of Adam and Eve, why did God
choose to clothe them in furs? Why was Abel’s sacrifice
of an innocent lamb accepted by God and Cain’s offering
of the fruit of the ground rejected?

Many centuries later, in the case of the Jewish slaves
about to leave Egypt, why was it necessary to sprinkle a
lamb’s blood on the lintels and doorposts in order to be
saved?
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Furthermore, it is recorded that God sent droughts
and famines on the land. On one occasion He sent an .
angel of death to destroy an Assyrian army of 185,000
men in one night. When the Israelites marched into the
land of Canaan under the leadership of Joshua, God's
chosen successor to Moses, they were ordered to annihi-
late not only men and women but children as well. When
I read the stories of Joshua to my six-year-old son, he
observed, "God commanded these things before He
became a Christian.”

We may smile at a child’s explanation, but there was
a time when cruelty was attributed to God, in contrast to
Christ, who revealed His love. Why the difference?

To complicate matters still further, the church has
introduced into its arsenal of truth all sorts of physical
and procedural devices, as Cardinal Newman himself
notes: “The use of temples, and these dedicated to partic-
ular saints, and ornamented on occasions with branches
of trees; incense, lamps, and candles; votive offerings on
recovery from illness; holy water; asylums; holydays and
seasons, use of calendars, processions, blessings on the
fields; sacerdotal vestments, the tonsure, the ring in
" marriage, turning to the East, images at a later date,
perhaps the ecclesiastical chant, and the Kyrie Eleison.
[These are] all of pagan origin, and sanctified by their
adoption into the Church.”

And so we acknowledge that it is not easy for an
atheist to come to God. We can understand the atheist
well. |

He is not alone in asking himself difficult questions
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about God. Believers, even saints, have questioned Him
much more than atheists ever do. St. Theresa of Avila,
one of the devoted teachers of the Christian church,
observing the many afflictions that befall the faithful,
said in prayer, “O my Lord, how true it is to say that as
soon as somebody renders You a service, You reward him
with some great tribulation.” Job and David also com-
plained to God of similar inequities.

Christians know better than to assert that they have
all the answers and all the light. They concede the exist-
ence not only of light and darkness, but also of a twlight
zone. When Jesus speaks about being “full of light,” He
means only “the bright shining of a candle” (Luke 11:33),
not great searchlights or laser beams.

Christianity is under continual stress, produced by
unsolved problems. Every Christian is a cross-bearer. If
he has no other cross, he bears tormenting questions that
burden him to his last breath. To the most difficult he
does not even seek a reply now, knowing that the
answers lie outside this world.

* * *

Caiaphas the high priest, Jesus judge, when con-
fronted with witnesses who contradicated each other,
had the wisdom to question Jesus directly. This is the only
solution to our problems, too. Jesus is alive today and can
be questioned. Put your questions to Him directly.

I have done just that and have received an astonish-

ing reply:
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"It is obvious that God does not exist. How could an
all-loving and all-powerful God ordain or even permit
the Auschwitz and Gulag extermination camps?

“But men arrive at truth only by abandoning the
obvious. It is obvious that the sun turns around the earth.
The whole experience of mankind confirms the ‘fact.
Yet we discovered the truth only by questioning what
was obvious. It is also obvious that we live in a material
world. The truth is, we live in an empty space in which
elementary particles whirl around at distances from each
other as huge, relative to their size, as the distance from
the earth to the sun.

“It might be obvious, therefore, that God cannot
exist, but seek the truth outside the obvious.”

* * *

By now it should be evident that I have mentioned
many an argument that atheists never adduce. I have
done so out of a superabundance of love for them. The
truth is that most atheists have no argument at all.

Jonathan Swift wrote, "It is useless for us to attempt
to reason a man out of a thing he has never been reasoned
into.” Therefore, I will not reply to all the atheistic
arguments enumerated above.

It would seem that some men happen to be atheists
just as others happen to be believers. In fact, atheists are
often not so much deniers of God as men who feel
themselves denied by God. Then they rationalize their
tragic situation. They are like the fox in LaFontaine's
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fable who, looking at grapes he could not reach, rational-
ized, "They are surely sour. I don’t desire them.” Many
deny God because they cannot attain Him.

And so I will say simply, God exists. We have to
repeat this because of the poverty of human language,
while realizing that to say "God exists” is to use a
tautology.

Simone Weil, the profound Hebrew-Christian wri-
ter, said, "If on some island completely separated from
the rest of the world only blind men lived, light would be
to them what the supernatural is to us. We can suppose
that light would be nothing to them. In their physics
there would be no place for the theory of light and this
physics would explain the world to them fully. Seeing
that light does not hit, does not burden, cannot be eaten,
for them it simply would not exist.”

But whether or not the blind could realize it, only
light accounts for the fact that plants and trees grow
toward the sky in spite of the law of gravity. Without
light we would not eat.

In a cinema one can observe all kinds of events on
the screen for hours at a time. If the light suddenly goes
out, there are no more events. Though light may have
nothing to do with the actions on the film, without light
there are no actions.

The blind have four senses instead of five like other
men. Might not an atheist lack one sense possessed by
believers? To the blind, light would belong to a meta-
physical realm. To an atheist, belief in the existence of
God, which is as natural to the believer as the existence of
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everything else, might likewise be a metaphysical
concept.

Believers do not consider God a kind of insurance
agent offering them guarantees against the mischiefs of
life. Rather, He offers the Challenge to imitate Him in
love and self-sacrifice. He is neither a panacea against
every evil nor a solver of all problems. Being Love and
Truth, He calls men to the great adventure of reaching
the heights and lifting others. Religion calls one to battle
and to sacrifice. Religion that does not embrace the tragic
is not religion.

#* * *

Some individuals are atheists because many Chris-
tians have not lived their religion in the proper manner.
The second Vatican Council observed that believers must
occasionally bear the blame for the appearance of
atheism.

We do not despise the atheist, especially since he
may only call himself one without the affirmation of
conviction. Someone can consider himself an atheist
while actually affirming God by the absoluteness with
which he bows to the claim of morality, or by his love and
dedication to the poor, for instance, in contrast to alleged
believers who deny God by their manner of life.

£ * *

Having said all this, we at the same time enjoin
atheists to set aside their little egos if they wish to
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comprehend truth. The ego has no place in the search for
truth.

What disease organism—if it were able to think—
would ally itself with Pasteur? Rather, it would look upon
him as a Hitler. But if that same organism could under-
stand that its usefulness in animal experimentation and
its potential destruction were necessary o produce a
better world beyond its experience, it might willingly
accept its lot.

What if our sufferings are a sacrifice essential to a
superior cause? Even better, what if our temporal suffer-
ing in this poor world enables us to realize all the joys and
benefits of the sacrifice in a supernal existence of which
we have thus become a part?

I can understand a God like this and can adore Him
not only in His work of creation but also of destruction.
We adore Him, then as the One who kills and makes alive
(I Samuel 2:6), who destroys and builds, in the process of
raising up His eternal, glorious kingdom, which we
believers who suffer today will one day share.

It is amusing and acceptable for a child to ask, when
urged to eat carrots and peas because they contain vitam-
ins, “Why didn't God put the vitamins in candy and ice
cream?” A child can be excused for not understanding the
issues at stake. But adults should not confound the good
with the merely pleasant.

Wrong concepts arise when one admits the exist-
ence of only this life. It is as if one of Bangladesh’s hapless
millions were to maintain, “Only a life of starvation
exists. There cannot be a better life.” Or as if an embryo
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in its mother’s womb were to conclude, “This dark place
is the whole of existence. There is no life beyond this
watery cocoon.”

We despair when we limit our existence to the
narrow prison perceived by our senses and apprehended
only by reason. In time we not only doubt the possibility
of another life, but even cease to desire it, just as a man on
a hunger strike loses the sensation of hunger after the
first five or six days.

An Indian story tells about a very devout slave who
received from an angel the gift of a ring that assures
eternal life. But the life of a slave is so hard that the man
did not wish to see it prolonged, so he offered the ring to
the king. But the worries of governing an empire are so
heavy that the king could not bear the thought of eternal
life, so he gave the ring as a present to his wife. But her
life was unhappy. She loved an officer whom she could
not marry because she was bound to the emperor, so she
gave him the ring. But the officer’s life was unfulfilled.
He had to pretend to love the queen for immediate
advantage when in reality he loved another woman. So
he gave the ring to a slave—the very slave whom the
angel had first favored.

In this little tale of irony and frustration, each char-
acter had a distorted view of life. Because they were each
caught in a web of unhappiness, they believed—as Bud-
dha also believed—that life can be only unhappy and that
the ideal state is to cease to exist, in Nirvana.

We have the assurance that there is another life,
because there exists a God who can give it, even though
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we may not see Him.

Christians know that God remains hidden even
after being revealed in the Bible. The word “revelation”
has two meanings in Latin: to discover, and to veil again.
Christians sense the glory behind the veil.

Lackeys are ofter better dressed than princes. To
most men the real and touchable is more attractive than
anunseen God. This is how idolatry arose. But we do not
want to be seduced by mere reality, no mater how palpa-
ble of beautiful. We seek the Unseen who has clothed the
seen with so much splendor.

We are happy with the little we can know about
Him, even if it comes to agreeing with St. Bonaventura,
who said, “Quod de Deo scire possimus, quid not fit, non
quid fit—We can know about God only what He is not,
not what He is.” :

Other thinkers have been led to the same conclu-
sion. Nicholas of Cusa said, “The intellect knows that it is
ignorant of Thee because it knoweth Thou canst not be
known, unless the unknowable could be known, and the
invisibe beheld, and the inaccessible attained.” And
again, “If anyone should set forth any concept by which
Thou canst be conceived, I know that that concept is nota
concept of Thee, for every concept is ended at the wall of
Paradise...So too, if any were to tell of the understanding
of Thee, wishing to supply a means whereby Thou
mightest be understood, this man is yet far from Thee
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forasmuch as Thou art absolute above all the concepts
which any man can frame.”

Goethe said, "The highest cannot be spoken.”

Teerstegan wrote: “A God who is understood is not
God. You must not give such plausible explanations
about Him as to chase away the mystery which surrounds
you.”

Pascal wrote: “If only atheists would at least learn
the religion they fight against before fighting it. Our
religion does not boast of having a clear view of God that
sees Him without a veil. We assert on the contrary that
men are in darkness and far from God, that He is hidden
from our knowledge, that even the name which he has in
Scripture hides God. We know only in part. (I Timothy
6:16) The obscurity in which atheists find themselves
and which they complain of to the church confirms an
assertion of the church.”

Augustine, while walking up and down the seashore
meditating on his great work regarding the Trinity,
became somewhat impatient because he could not obtain
a clear conception of some line of thought hounding him.
As he walked he noticed a child weeping bitterly and,
forgetting his own annoyance, stopped to ask why. The
child answered, “Because I cannot empty all the ocean
into this hole that I have dug in the sand.”

The saint had his answer: “How can a man hope to
comprehend the nature of the infinite God with his finite
mind?”

The almost atheist theologian Bultmann wrote:
"“The man who wishes to believe in God as his God, must
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realize that he has nothing in his hand on which to base
his faith.”

Christianity says God is beyond our finite percep-
tions. Those who complain that they cannot, as it were,
hold Him in their hands confirm our dogma. It is as
foolish to deny His existence, therefore, as to deny that
one has a brain because it cannot be felt or held in one's
hand.

Though no man has seen God, all things are from,
for and in Him.-We realize He does not fit into all our
rational categories, which may explain why atheism is so
widespread. But the fact that a Being does not act accord-
ing to our reason does not prove He is nonexistent. St.
Paul writes boldly about the foolishness of God, but
knows that He is and loves Him as He is.

He is always present, even though many of His
children die in pain. And Christians are loyal to Him
even if He seemingly forsakes them. Job says, “Even
though He slay me, yet will I trust Him. I know that my
Redeemer lives.” He knew that it was better to deal with
a loved than an unloved God. Even human beings
respond better to love. But the difference is that God s
love.

Therefore, Christians love God not because of what
they can get out of Him—success or gifts or health. They
love Him for who He is.

In the film God Is « Monster, Ingrid Bergman said,
“I sought a God who loved me. Only when I recognized
myself in the same situation as the one who said on the
cross, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken Me' did |
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know that God existed.” :

God has shown through Christ that He is love, that
He is self-sacrificing and impartial. The way to recognize
Him is not by trying—so often in vain—to get things
from Him, but by renouncing everything else.

* * *

There are only four solutions to the problem of the
origin of the universe:

1) The Buddhist solution that the universe is an
illusion. This does not solve the question, Who created
the illusion? How did it come to exist? How is it that
there is a mind to entertain this illusion, and—greater
wonder still—a mind great enough to discover that the
universe is illusory?

2) The notion that the universe arose spontane-
ously out of nothing. But a nothing that generates a world
is not a nothing.

3) The universe has always existed. But this would
be contrary to the second law of thermodynamics. Such a
universe would have run down because of increasing
entropy, and everything would be at the same low
temperature, because the ratio of unavailable to available
energy is always increasing.

4) The universe was created. There is a God, and at
His will something out of Him exploded in what astron-
omers like to call the Big Bang, in which matter, energy,
space, time, and the laws of physics themselves sprang
into being.
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We know today that the universe has not existed
forever. It is acknowledged that it had a beginning and
will have an end. How then did it come to be?

Can a harp exist without a creator? Even less cana
chirping bird.

Scientists now accept the probability that they will
soon succeed in synthesizing a virus. They believe they
will thus create life out of non-living particles only. But
the assertion is not true. To synthesize life, they need
material objects, a knowledge of chemistry and physics,
and the creativity of men. Without the last, nothing could
be accomplished.

Bricks do not constitute a house. An architect and a
masterplan are needed first.

Ordinary matter contains a balanced mixture of
protons and electrons, attraction and repulsion. These
particles balance so perfectly that we do not sense the
tremendous forces at work.

Professor R. Feynmann of the California Institute of
Technology wrote: "If you were standing at arm’s length
from someone and each of you had 1% more electrons
than protons, the repelling force would be so tremend-
ous, it would be enough to lift a weight equal to that of the
earth.”

Who balanced these particles so perfectly?

And how could one explain what happens in life
without at least postulating a God?

Darwinism cannot explain evolution. What evolu-
tionary benefit arises from splendid music? Beings can
live without it. How then did the canary, the lark, and the
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nightingale happen to be? In nature as in the life of men,
it is seen that energy is devoted to what is not necessary
for biological survival.

According to Darwinism, human speech is the
result of chance mutations. But in order for a man to
speak, great changes had to take place simultaneously in
the brain, the neck, the jaws, the mouth, the tongue.
What is the probability of such a fortuitous conincidence?

George Gallup, dean of American pollsters, once
wrote that he could prove God statistically. Take the
human body alone, for instance, with its thousands of
miles of blood vessels. Would anyone claim that the
highway system of the United States arose spontane-
ously? Yet these blood vessels with their orderly func-
tions are far more sophisticated. The claim that this
bodily network—not to mention other human systems—
just happened is a statistical monstrosity.

What richness there is in the whole creation! One
elm produces 295, 362 quintillions, 11,136 quatrillions,
1,584,000,000 seeds, which means 6 sextillions in the
fourth generation, enough to fill the solar system with
elms alone.

A cod produces 9,384,000 eggs. Thus God says in the
Bible, "Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving
creature that has life.” (Genesis 1:20)

God is no less beautifully revealed in nature and life
than He is in the statements of the Bible.

Forces and matter and laws in the heavens are like
those in our planet. Experiments conducted on earth
yield information about the stars. God has made a uni-
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verse that we are able to understand.

Einstein said, “The most incomprehensible thing
about the universe is that it is comprehensible.”

In his Nobel prize speech of 1969, Max Delbruck
said, “The truth, children, is that we all participate ina
play of marionetts, of puppets. The most important
thing in such a play is to keep in mind the idea of the
author.”

Pascal correctly observed in his Pensees, “Nature
has some perfections to show she is the image of God and
some defects to show she is only His image...Nature is
such that it reveals everywhere a lost God.”

Then let us seek the great God we lost, who made a
universe out of nothing. For it is significant that the
universe speaks not only about the Creator but also about
the nothingness out of which it was made.

In a teaspoon of water there are approximately as
many molecules as there are teaspoons of water in the
Atlantic. No man-made computer could calculate how
many there are.

On the other hand, if we could melt together as
many atoms of iron as there are inhabitants of the
U. S. A.—some 200 million,—we would get a chain no
larger than two centimeters in length. If this boggles the
mind, consider the fact that the atom can be divided
further and that it consists mainly of empty space, just
like the molecules which are made up of atoms.

But we have merely opened the door to complexity.

By the middle of our century, the atom was thought
to be like a solar system: in the midst a nucleus consisting
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of protons and neutrons, with electrons spinning like
planets around this nuclear “sun.”

Protons, neutrons and electrons in various combina-
tions, depending on the element they constituted,
explained all the mystery of matter. The atom, which
means in Greek the indivisible, had ben divided. Here it
seemed we had exhausted our research. The three con-
stituents of the atom were basic and indivisible.

Ten years after this about 100 other elementary
particles were discovered, a veritable zoo of particles.

At that time, two scientists, Gell-Mann and Zweig
of the California Institute of Technology, observed that
they all had a few common patterns, which could best be
explained by supposing that the entities that still bear the
incorrect name of elementary particles are not elemen-
tary at all. They owe their diversity to the different
combinations of five even smaller things, called
“quarks.” For the time being, these are considered the
ultimate constituents of matter. Each has been given a
name, but it is no more mesons or leptons, as with the
“elementary” particles. Such names seemed inadequate
for these new discoveries.

The names given by dispassionate scientists to the
different quarks are extraordinary, to say the least:
charm, truth, beauty, colour, and flavour.

Like ice cream, quarks have three kinds of flavour.
There are up, down, and strange kinds of quarks. For
instance, two up quarks and a down make the elementary
particle baryon.

There are also anti-quarks, just as for every elemen-
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tary particle there is an anti-particle. Where there is God
there is also the devil; there could not have been Christ
without an anti-Christ. For one knowledgeable about
physics this should be self-explanatory.

Gell-Mann and Zweig now knew many things about
the quark—except whether it really existed. To postulate
its existence was very useful for mathematical opera-
tions, just as the hypothesis "God" explains many things
in the universe. Why then should we not start with a
hypothesis? These two scientists worked with quarks
long before knowing whether they were only mathemati-
cal functions or real entities.

Today there is unambiguous proof of their
existence.

You can have unambiguous certitude about the
existence of God.

In outer space, quasars and pulsars have been disco-
vered, and the background noise of the universe is heard,
the noise of Creation’s Big Bang.

Now let us draw an analogy! These are many athe-
ists in the world. The word comes from the Greek. “A”
stands for "no” “Theist” comes from “Theos” - “"God.”
Atheists are men who believe there is no God. But until
1960 everybody was a-quasarian and a-pulsarian. These
entities certainly existed, though no one knew about
them or believed in them. Then they were discovered,
and there were no more non-believers.

You can discover God, too.

Laplace—who was a believing Christian—said, "I
do not need the hypothesis God” to explain the universe
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as then known. But since his day, it has become much
more complicated: the “indivisible” atoms are consti-
tuted of elementary particles, these “indivisible” parti-
cles are constituted of charm, beauty, truth. The next
question for science—not for theology—is to tell what
truth, beauty, and charm are. Investigators might look in
the Bible and find these are ancient names for Christ.

Our age is no more like the age of Laplace. We need
the hypothesis God.

It is a short step from the intricacy of nature to its
seeming intelligence. Maeterlinck wrote, in his “Intelli-
gence of Flowers™: “When shall we succeed in building a
parachute as rigid, as subtle and as safe as that of the
dandelion?...The different developments of flowers for
inpregnation, etc., follow exactly the line of inventions
and improvements among us. A clumsy contrivance is
succeeded by a simpler one..It would really seem that
ideas come to flowers in the same way as to us...The
flowers grope in the same darkness, encounter the same
obstacles. They would appear to possess our patience, our
perseverance, our self-love; the same varied and diversi-
fied intelligence, almost the same hopes and the same
ideals. They struggle, like ourselves, against a great indif-
ferent surrounding which ends by assisting them.”

But lest we be carried away by Maeterlinck’s enthu-
siasm, let us remind ourselves that man must garden the
flowers.
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God provided an unfinished world so that we might
share in the joy of creation. He made rivers; we have to
bridge them. He gave standing forests, raw materials,
unfinished products, all sorts of possibilities for us to
improve on what He gave. But man can only rearrange.
He does not create.

There is only one real choice left to a thoughtful
man. Either we live in a still-born, self-abortive, absurd
universe, in which the efforts of all men are stifled and
prove vain and pointless, in which even the efforts of
atheists will be forgotten when the universe vanishes, or
else the universe comes from a thoughtful God and
points toward a beautiful kingdom of peace, love and
serenity.

Confronted with such a choice, only the fool can say,
“There is no God.”

Alfonsode Liguori, in his “Dialogue Betueen a
Christian Priest and a Believer,” wrote the following:

“Men, the animals, the sea, the mountains, the
plants, and other such things—are all certainly creatures
‘made in time which have taken their existence from a
First Principle; for, not having always existed, they could
not have given themselves that being that they did not
have before. A nonexisting thing can do nothing. There-
fore they must have gotten their existence from some
other source. And this source must have its existence
from itself throughout a beginingless past. Otherwise, if
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it had been produced by something else, it would not
account for things, as it would if it were the First Princi-
ple, or the Creator; but it would be a creature like all other
things. So what we speak of is a First Principle. It would
not be such a Principle if it lacked a beginningless past.
For if once It did not exist, It could not have given Itself
that existence which It did not have.

“Now this First Principle is what we call God; and
He, as One Who gets His existence from Himself, pos-

sesses all the perfections that can be had. Indeed, suppos-
ing Him to depend on no one, there will have been no
one else who might share out to Him what perfections
He might have (assigning Him His role; for His role is to
give all things their rspective roles and corresponding
perfections). We ought to conclude, then, that He is a
God of infinite wisdom, Who knows all things present,
past and future, things that will be and things that are
possible; also, that He is a God of infinite power, Who
can do whatever He will; that He is One of infinite
goodness, thus being infinitely holy and just...

“If this world had emerged from matter (alone), and
the world came into existence through the powers that
belong to this matter, which is devoid of any mind, then
we would have to say that everything has been happen-
ing and continues to happen by chance. But we see in this
world an order that could not emerge with such beauty
and stability, nor be preserved this way, except by a Mind
having infinite wisdom. We see the sun consistently
making its course every year and every day. We see
animals that always produce their own kind. We see trees
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that always bear the same fruit and always in the same
seasons. Who could ever believe that chance, which has
no mind, could have ever fashioned this world and main-
tained such a stable order in it? For the maintenance of
- this has required and continuously requires great
intelligence.

“They who deny God could answer that all this order
is the work of the very nature of the world.

“The reply is that either nature has no mind—and I
repeat that a mindless nature could never have produced
this world, whose fashioning demanded the fullest
intelligence—; of else nature (of which they speak) hasa
pure, perfect mentality—and I answer that such a Nature
is that very God who created the world and whom we
adore.”

Liguori says further: “What have we.in mind in
using the name of God? We look for a supremely perfect
Being. We cannot think of anything better. If God is to be
supreme Lord of all, He must have boundless wisdom,
boundless power, and all other perfections, and these
must all be infinite.

“Now if we want to suppose that there are many
Gods, either these Gods are not all equal, each independ-
ent or else one of them is supreme, most perfect, and the
others depend on Him and are consequently less perfect.
If we suppose that they are all equal and independent, we
must say that none of them is true God; for none of them
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would be supremely perfect as God must be. For, first of
all, as we said, to be God means to be the highest in
perfection..If God is this highest, He must be only One,
and must have no equal. Otherwise, if we wanted to
admit two Supreme Beings, neither one would be
supreme, and therefore neither one would be God-
...Therefore Tertullian said, ‘If God is not one, God does
not exist. For in order that He be truly God, there must be -
no one else supremely great; because if there were, some-
one would equal Him, and if someone equalled Him, He
would not be supreme.” (Contra Marcionem. L. 1, c.3)

“Furthermore, if there were more than one
(supreme) God, none of them would be supremely pow-
erful, for if one of them wanted to do something in a free,
unhampered way, then either the others could hinder
him or they could not. If they could hinder him, he would
not be supremely powerful.

“Furthermore, none of them would be all-wise and
all-knowing, knowing all things; for if any of them could
not hide a secret, he would not be supremely powerful.
On the other hand, if he could hide it, the others would
not be all-knowing.

“Moreover, this truth that a single God is who rules
the world, can be detected from seeing such a uniform
and constant harmony...here below. This enables us to
perceive that there is a single Ruler who orders it all.”

#* * *

Feuerbach, one of Marx’s teachers, stated that it was
Luther who led him to his astonishing insight that man
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creates God as he would have Him rather than that God
creates man in His image. Feuerbach often said of him-
self in good humour, “I am Luther number two.”

His justification was Luther’s statement that “Faith
is the creator of divinity.” But he neglected to quote the
whole of Luther’s observation: “Faith is the creator of
divinity, not in person, but on earth.”

The mirroring of the sun in a lake proves the exist-
ence of the sun. In like manner, the mirroring of God ina
serene human heart proves the existence of God. Man
through his system of thoughts and sentiments creates
the inner God, just as a certain arrangement of the
surface molecules of the lake creates a perfectly visible
sun in the water. But this does not prove—as Feuerbach
surmised—the nonexistence of God.

It is the real God who inspired the greatest works of
art and literature. What would Dante, Michaelangelo,
Raphael, and Bach be if there had been no God to inspire
their highest achievements and bless the works dedicated
to the glory of His name?

Lenin said, “You cannot be a Communist without
appropriating all those riches that mankind has
elaborated,”—but he did not include religious riches.

An ideal is but the deepest sense of future reality.
And the ideal of religion, of union with the unseen God,
is the anticipation of spiritual reality. Lodge argued, “Our
highest thoughts are likely to be nearest to reality. They
must be stages in the direction of truth, else they would
not have come to us and been recognized as the highest.”

We may trust Nature’s economy. She does not waste
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her material. She has not furnished either the ox in the
field or the fish in the sea with expectations beyond their
limitations. Why then would she have lavished on man
the boundless wealth of expectaion, of spiritual aspira-
tion, of faith? Why would a finite being dwelling in time
and space have thought to invent an eternal Being?

Why would the mind of sinners have invented a
religion that tells men not to sin?

Faith could not exist without a God who grants it.
The existence of faith in a mysterious God is itself a
mystery, a miracle, because there are so many facts that
seem to contradict it.

For centuries Christians have sung, “From vict'ry
unto vict'ry His army He [Jesus] will lead,” though the
church has suffered and continues to suffer tremendous
defeats. Christians, while divided into hundreds of
denominations which all sing, “Elect from every nation,
but one over all the earth,” thus affirm a faith that
contradicts reality. They believe what appears absurd to
reason, which means that faith itself is another reality,
another means of knowledge than thought.

The Bible calls faith a substance. (Hebrews 11:1) As
such it needs no evidence. Faith /s an evidence of God’s
existence. There is no other way to explain why men
living in a bad world believe in a good God.

Faith has no more need of guaranteed knowledge
than does love. A Romeo needs no proof that Juliet
fulfills his need. Juliet herself embodies the proof.

Since the eye is limited, science sought new ways to
see. Vision was extended by magnifying lenses, X rays,

i
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electron microscopes, computerized tomography. We
now have an explosion of new imaging equipment
understood only by techinicians. Through them we view
realities existing beyond the capacity of the eye. Faith is
just another means to see further than the humaneye can
reach. Through faith one views the world of God.
Like love, faith needs no scientific formulation. Is
science negated because the person who falls in love does
not first weigh and measure the beloved or inquire about
the blood type, basal metabolism, hormone balance, and
bacteria in the intestines of the beloved? Let medical

science do this! Love simply serves and gives its life for
the beloved.

Therefore scientific theology in Christianity is cant.

Just believe in God, without allowing logic and
science to ask learned questions. You will never regret it.

When I was in a Communist prison, an officer
armed with a rubber truncheon once threatened me:
“Don’t you dare ever again to speak about God in the
prison cell, or you will get it. What proof do you have that
God exists?”

I replied, "It is difficult to bring proof toa man with
a stick in his hand. A stick can crack the head containing
the proof. But let me ask you just one thing: I myself have
known innumerable atheists who at the point of death
regretted not having believed and who then repented. At
the last moment they shouted, ‘God!’ or Jesus!" or ‘Mary!’
or ‘Allah!” Can you imagine a believer dying with regret
that he had been a believer and imploring, “Darwin!
..Marx!... Voltaire!...Come and free me from faith’?
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“Man is led by his own thoughts. But on which of
these should he rely? Like everything else, thought has its
ups and downs. Sometimes we are at the peak, other
times in the depths, or just plain stupid. Therefore, we
have to trust thought when it is at its best. This happens
in what the German philosopher Jaspers calls ‘limit-
situations,” when the soul is in an ecstasy over seeing
beauty or is urgently seeking answers in a moment of
great danger, such as passing into an unknown world.
There are no atheists at that moment.

“When a man sees death approaching, he is over-
come by awe. He enters the great mystery. Believers do
not forsake faith at that moment, but atheists often
forsake their unbelief, because it is right to believe.”

On that day I remained without a beating.

* * *

I believe that God is and that He is highly reliable. I
think of one argument for this that might evoke a quizzi-
cal response. The Bible declares itself to be a book
inspired by God. Yet this God is very strange. He has
inspired Biblical authors to include in their books whote
chapters with murmurings against Himself, as if He
invited men to ease themselves by venting all their com-
plaints against Him. One has only to read Job 16:11-14,
Psalm 88, Lamentations 3, and other such parts of Scrip-
ture. There is scarcely a word in defense of God in these
portions.
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Consider these words of the prophet Jeremiah:

I am the man that hath seen affliction by the rod of
His wrath.

He hath led me, and brought me into darkness, but
not into light.

Surely against me is He turned; He turns His hand

- against me all the day.

My flesh and my skin has He made old; He has
broken my bones.

He has built against me, "and compassed me with
gall and travail.’

He has set me in dark places, as they that be dead of
old.

He has hedged me about, that I cannot get out: He
has made my chain heavy.

Also when I cry and shout, He shuts out my prayer.

He has inclosed my ways with hewn stone; He has .
made my paths crooked.

He was unto me as a bear lying in wait, and as a lion
in secret places.

He has turned aside my ways, and pulled me in
pieces: He hath made me desolate.

He has bent His bow, and set me as a mark for the
arrow.

He has caused the arrows of His quiver to enter into
my reins.

I was a derision to all my people; and their song all
the day.

He has filled me with bitterness, He has made me

* drunken with wormwood.
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He has also broken my teeth with gravel stones, He
has covered me with ashes. (Lamentations 3:1-16)

This is how a prophet of God complains. He makes
propaganda against his God and God in turn publicizes it
throughout the whole world.

A God who allows a prophet in His holy book to
describe Him as one who “was unto me as a bear lying in
wait and as a lion in secret places” is surely trustworthy.
He will not hide the truth from me.

* * *

If you know little else about God, listen to the inner
voice called conscience. It is a warning that Someone is
lookmg at what you do. Who is this Someone? Contrmon
is one of the proofs of God’s existence.

Atheists as well as believers know the pain of hav-
ing committed wrong. Before whom do they accuse
themselves? To whom do they acknowledge guilt? They
also have their moments of relief when they feel for-
given. Who forgives?

A knock on the door at night implies the presence of
someone outside in the dark. Conscience proves the
existence of God.

* * *
We believe in miracles. As the laws of nature reflect
the ordinary thoughts of God, miracles represent His
exceptional thoughts. Not everyone perceives miracles,



82 Proofs of God’s Existence

but everyone has seen strange coincidences. Well, coinci-
dences are simply small miracles in which God remains
anonymous.

Einstein visited the father of the renowned violinist
Yehudi Menuhin, who was then a seven-year-old child,
though already a concert artist. In a debate with the
father, Einstein contested the existence of God.

The child intervened: “Mr. Einstein, I will prove
His existence.” 4

The great scientist, amused, looked at the lad. “All
right, I will listen to you.”

Yehudi took out his violin and played in his unique,
masterly way. When he finished, Einstein said, “There ss
a God. If not, how could this child play in such a
manner?”

As for those who do not acknowledge miracles, the
simple facts of nature and the intricacies of their own
mind and soul should be enough to make them bow
before God.

But let them be careful to bow before the one true
God.

Some religions have strange conceptions of God.

The Rig Veda, basic book of the Hindu religion,
contains this ambiguity: “Wherefrom this creation is
issued, whether God has made it or whether He has not,
He who is the highest superintendent of this world in the
highest heaven He alone knows, or perhaps even He
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does not know.”

In Egyptian texts inscribed in the interior of coffins
(2250-2280 B. C.), God says about Himself, "I was the
maker of myself in that I formed myself according to my
desire and in agreement with my heart.”

The Buddhist book Digha Neikaya says that Brahma
.only imagines himself to be the Creator, when in fact the
world came into being through the operation of natural
law—just as a cock would believe the sun rises because he
Crows.

Gnostic texts of the third and fourth centuries A. D.
contest that the Creator is good and that He knows much.

What offends many other religions time and again
is the fact that a good and all-powerful God permits
suffering.

But we consider it normal not be stone-like, wheat-
like, bird-like, beast-like, or angel-like. By the same
token, there are heavenly beings that are not human, just
as heaven is not earthly. It is normal for us to live our
lives at the expense of plants, flowers, and animals. We
lead the type of life we like even if it saddens angels and
God Himself. Then we have the effrontery to claim that
other beings should not touch us.

Every being in the world is prey as well as predator. _
Man is the greatest predator of all and feels no remorse
for the fact. By what right does he claim he should not
become the prey of an organism that will kill him, or be
mauled by a wild animal he goes out to shoot?

A wolf that eats my sheep is evil and deserves to be
destroyed. But if the wolf does not eat the sheep, I will do
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so and will even say grace, thanking God for it.

We have to eradicate the idea of a God tailored after
our needs and lusts. When asked by Moses “What is your
name?”, He replies, "My name is I AM what I AM.”

He is not what we want Him to be or what we
imagine Him to be. He is what He is. He never chose
what to be. He simply could not be something other than
who He is. Unlike men, He is not in a constant quarrel
with what He is. Joyfully, with wisdom and understand-

-ing, He is what He is.

- However, the Almighty has His limitations. The
Bible says He cannot lie. Thank God for this restriction
on God! There are many other things He cannot do. He
cannot commit suicide. He cannot stop revealing the
attributes He has: love, might, justice, mercy. Without
them He would be an unreliable God, one who would
change His mind at every whim. He is under necessity,
but He wills the necessity.

We may curse features of our character. God, able
neither to lie nor to die, wills that He be as He is.

* 3 #

It is easier to love some people than to love God. For
a person you can find an excuse if he does something evil.
What excuse can I find for God if He allots me an
unhappy fate? He needs no excuse, because He is what
He is without having chosen to be so.

In the 'end, the believer will find that what He is
satisfies every human need, now and forever. It is only
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necessary to conform to His Being and His plans, instead
of trying to make Him correspond to human expecta-
tions. He knows better than His creatures what they
really need.

And He gives us the same liberty He has. "As He is,
so are we in this world.” (IJohn 4:17) We can awake with
His likeness. (Psalm 17:15) We can say like Paul, "By the
grace of God I am what I am,” (I Corinthians 10:30) “He
that is spiritual...is judged of no man.” (I Corinthians
2:15) We can each become a child of God, with some of
His prerogatives.

It is alleged that science contradicts religion. Stran-
gely, Albert Einstein, this century’s greatest scientist,
whose name the universe bears, does not know about this
contradiction.

Though he was certainly not a specialist in the realm
of religion, for our purpose it is important only to know
that he was on the side of religion. In it, he says, “the
individual feels the vanity of human desires and purposes
as well as the majesty and wonderful order which reveal
themselves in nature and in the world of thought.”

He demanded that science and art awaken and keep
these feelings alive in man. He wrote: “Cosmic religion is
the most powerful and most noble impulse for scientific
research...The most beautiful and deepest which man can
experience is the sentiment of mystery. He who has not
known it appears to me as if dead, or at least blind...The
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knowledge of the existence of the—for us—
impenetrable, of the manifestations of deepest reason
and shining beauty, to which our reason can accede only
in its most primitive form, this knowledge and feeling is
true religiosity...It is certain that a conviction about the
reason and intelligibility of the world akin to religious
sentiment is the basis of all finer scientific work...My
religiosity consists in a humble admiration for the infi-
nitely superior spirit who reveals himself in the little
which we can know of reality with our weak and transi-
tory reason.”

The Russian scientist Tsiolkovskii, considered by
some to be the initiator of cosmic communications,
wrote, “The highest reason that reigned, reigns, and will
reign in the universe allows nothing imperfect.”

Science dare not contradict religion because, of all
disciplines, it knows how little it knows.

Newton wrote: "I do not know how I may appear to
the world, but to myself I seem to have been only like a
boy playing on the seashore and diverting myself now
and then finding a smoother pebble or a prettier shell,
while the great ocean of truth lay all undiscovered before
me.”

To say science contradicts religion is like saying that
a three-year-old boy playing on the beach contradicts it.

Where actually are the anti-religious assertions of
science? Our quarrel is not with science but with scient-
ists. One does not have to look far to discover that in the
greatest scientific issues there are as many theories as
there are academicians.
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It was Lord Kelvin, president of the Royal Society.in
the late nineteenth century, who declared, “Heavier than
air flying machines are impossible.” He also wrote with
great assurance that “radio has no future” and “X rays
will prove to be a hoax.” :

Sir Richard Woolley, one-time Astronomer Royal
of Britain, declared in 1956 that “space travel is utter
bilge.”

To err is a human characteristic crowned with age.
“I will ignore all ideas for new works and engines of war,
the invention of which has reached its limits and for
whose improvement I see no further hope,” wrote Sextus
Julius Frontinus, engineer to the Emperor Vespasian in
the first century A.D. Winston Churchill was no more
prescient; in 1939 he declared, “Atomic energy might be
as good as our present day explosives. But it is unlikely to
produced anything very much more dangerous.”

Art critics have proved no better than the masters of
war. Wrote John Hunt in the early nineteenth century,
“Rembrandt is not to be compared in the painting of
character with our extraordinarily gifted artist, Mr. Rip-
pingdale.” And in the area of finance, the managing
director of the Inrernational Monetary Fund prognosti-
cated in 1959 that “In all likelihood, world inflation is
over.”

Any reasonable person would certainly not conclude
therefore that we should abandon science, art, and
‘finance.

Scientists are but minuscule beings on a infinite-
simal speck of dust in the universe. By way of contrast
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there are quasars that have a diameter of millions of
miles, thousands of times larger than the earth. As for
the religion revealed by the Creator of both scientists and
quasars, it remains unscathed regardless of how many
scientists of how many ages seek to contradict it.

Where then is pure, non-religious science? Einstein
says in The World as 1 See it,"We have greatdifficulty in
representing the world of experience to ourselves with-
out the spectaeles of the old established (which means
mystico-religious conceptual) interpretation. There is
the further difficulty that our language is compelled to
work with words which are inseparably connected with
these primitive (i.e., religious) concepts.”

Science itself is so interconnected with the whole
religious outlook that to say science contradicts religion is
tantamount to saying religion contradicts religion.

It is interesting that Newton and the Baron of
Marchestown, founder of logarithms, both published
commentaries on the Biblical book of Revelation.

Religion can be very restful in its rapport with
science. When Einstein once paid a visit to Cardinal
Faulhaber, he asked him, "What would you do if mathe-
matics should prove that your faith is false?” The cardi-
nal replied, "1 would wait until the mathematicians
discovered their error in calculation.”

* * *

But suppose that science should contradict religion:
would it then be inconsistent to accept both? But why
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must one be consistent? Science itself has ceased to be
consistent; in fact, it teaches inconsistency.

Werner Heisenberg says in Steps Overthe Frontier:
“Probably it can be said in general that in the history of
human thought we have had the most fruitful develop-
ments where two different manners of thinking met.
These different manners of thinking may have their
roots in different domains of human culture or in differ-
ent periods, in different cultural surroundings or differ-
ent religious traditions. If only they meet really, if they
enter in contact with each other at least so much that a
reciprocal influence happens, we can hope that new and
interesting developments follow.” ‘

The Atom is considered, depending on necessity, as
both a particle and a wave. No one has ever seen one or
could even locate a given atom. It can be compared to a
point, which is an entity without dimensions.

A scientist lives life on two levels. In his laboratory,
the world he studies is a whirlwind of atoms, protons,
electrons, neutrons. His wife is also an aggregate of such
things, which certainly do not inspire love. Once home,
however, he forgets about science, and his wife becomes a
dear partner. ,

Likewise, a scientist does not have to be scientific
about his spiritual life. In the lab he can research the
constitution of matter, and in church he can worship the
Spirit of love that rules the universe.

Science has abandoned the demand for absolute
consistency. Let us abandon it in other spheres. A heart
can melt the human-like God revered in practical religion



90 Proofs of God's Existence

with the lofty metaphysical concepts about the unfa-
thomable God. We can also unite contradictory moral
attitudes inspired by love.

Truth sits on a four-legged stool of which science is
only one leg. The others are reason,. faith, and intuition.
Truth also draws on imagination and insight as sources.

For this reason, we are not much disturbed even if
for a time some branch of science seemingly contradicts

religion. It will grow in knowledge and eventually know
better.

In antiquity and in what is called the Dark Ages,
men did not know what they now know about humanity
and the cosmos. They did not know the lock but they
possessed the key, which is God. Now many have excel-
lent descriptions of the lock, but they have lost the key.
The proper solution is union between religion and
science. We should be owners of the lock and the key.

The fact is that as science advances, it discovers what
was said thousands of years ago in the Bible. To give just
one example: It was predicted by the Evangelist John in
Revelation chapter 21 that a city, called the celestial
Jerusalem, about 2500 km high and wide and deep, would
come to earth from outer space. For two millenniums
science has denied such a possibility. Now we launch
skylabs from our tiny planet and seriously talk about
space-"cities.”

The book written by an uncultured fisherman two
thousand years ago was science because it was religious.

* * el
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Let us suppose, then, that God does exist. All right,
who is He? What is He? What do we mean when we say
“God™?

To these questions there is only one possible reply:
God is God. Any description of God is simply a descrip-
tion of Him, and not God. Any enumeration of the
qualities of God is an enumeration of His qualities, and
not God. The name "God" is not God, any more thanIam
simply my name or appellation. Only God is God.

Since God is beyond every other nature,: any state-
ments made about Him in words applicable to other
natures acquire a different sense. What a prisoner and a
millionaire call good food are two different things. A
Beethoven symphony is not good music to a primitive.

What is God like? In the Bible it is written that
“he...was to look upon like a jasper and a sardius stone.”
(Revelation 4:3) If you wonder why He is described as
being like a stone, the correct reply is that if any other
likeness were used, you would have asked the same ques-
tion. In the Bible God is also called a “man,” a "warrior,” a
“husbandman.” He is likened to “a lion when he roars,”
and so on, to show us that God can be understood in the
likeness of anything.

In Exodus Rabbah we are told that someone asked
Rabbi Joshua ben Perachiah why God chose to speak to
Moses from a thornbush. He replied: “Everything God
does can be questioned, but I will not leave you without
answer. God chose the poor, small bush to teach you
there is no place on earth where God cannot be present,
not even a thornbush.”
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According to the Bible God passes through different
stages. He can awaken, lift Himself up, return on high
(from whence?), sing, shout, bless, curse. “Our God is in
the heavens,” says the Psalmist: "He has done what-
soever He has pleased.” (Psalm 115:3)

We cannot put in words what He really is because
abouyt all we could say is that He is in the center, whereas
our existence is peripheral. The center of a circle cannot

" be drawn because the real center is actually the center of
the point one draws.

It is written in the Bible that man should not eat of
the fruit of the tree in the midst of the garden of Paradise.
Now can you plant a tree in “the midst”? The midst will
always be in the midst even of the smallest place in which
someone plants a tree. We all live outside the midst.

Thomas Aquinas, in his book Sentences, was the
first to use the expression “attributes of God.” God has
been called good, just, powerful, and so on. All these
names applied to God signify one and the same thing but
under many distinctions so that our limited reason might
apprehend Him in manifold ways.

Luther tried to reply to the question “"What does it
mean to have a God?” or a“What is God?": "A God is the
One from whom you expect and obtain everything good
and in whom you seek refuge in all cases of need. There-
fore, to have a God means nothing more than believing .
and trusting in Him heartily. Only the manner in which I
trust and believe in my heart determines whether I have a
God or an idol. If your faith and trust are genuine and
right, you have your true God. By the same token, if your



Proofs of God’s Existence 93

trust is false and unjust, the true God is not there, because
the two belong together, faith and God. The One to
whom you attach your heart and in whom you trust is
really your God.”

This is not much of a definition because we know
God too little to define Him. The French say Un dieu

defins est un dieu fini—a defined God is a finished God.

We have not seen God, but we do see beauty and
wisdom in His creation, which He could not have
imparted if they were not part of Himself.

We are satisfied with what little we know. Luther
wrote, “He who believes that God is angry has an angry
God; but he who believes that God is loving has a loving
God. As a man believes so he has.”

If man can behave in many diffetent ways, even
more can God. He can lead into light, or he can bring into
darkness. (Lamentations 3:2)

Without much reasoning about God, we perceive by
- simple faith these few things, and with this we are
satisfied. Why should we think about God? What would
a protozon think about man? If it had at the least a little
mind, it would know that its perceptions of man could
only be false.

When my son was five, he once asked me, “"What
should I do? I'm bored.” I replied, “Think about God.” He
said, “Why should I think about God with my little head?
Let Him, with His great head, think about me.”

We are satisfied with what little is granted to us
through faith.

The Bible says that for God one day is like a thou-
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sand years and a thousand years like a day. This is because
He lives in timelessness. Similarly, one gram is like a
thousand kilograms in a state of weightlessness. Some-
day time for us will be no more. We will be with Him.
Then we will know.

Till then we do not importune Him with questions,
especially all our whys and wherefores. Since God’s world
is timeless it does not readily divide itself into causes and
effects. The question “why” belongs to another realm
and is therefore unanswerable in the religious sphere.

Instead of engaging in all these speculations we
simply believe. God has revealed Himself as love. He has
also revealed Himself as the judge of all, it is true, which
only proves that it is right for sinners to fear. But one of
the attributes of God revealed in the Bible (e.g., Jonah
4:2) is that He repents of evil. Therefore, sinners who
believe in Him can be confident, knowing that His
threats of punishment are not absolute.

* o= *

Instead of delving into depths we cannot fathom we
should try to be a credit to God. If one desires to know
what God is like, he should be able to find out by looking
at the believer. Seek the person who is most like God, as
He would be if He walked on earth, and you will know
something of who He is.

Many have sought God in heaven. They were
doomed to fail. How can vou be successful when you seek
someone whose name, features, «and dwelling place you
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do not know? God lives under many shapes and names as
one who does not wish to be discovered. No one has ever
seen Him. We have neither His picture nor His finger-
prints. His former temple in Jerusalem no longer exists;
likewise, the original loving church in which all believers
were of one heart and soul.

There does not exist the slightest possibility of
finding such a God.

But He finds us, and He challenges us to be born
again and began life anew as God would live if He were
on earth. :

" A child once made a drawing of God. He was
admonished, “Give up this stupid endeavour. God is
unknown.” He replied simply, “When I have completed
the drawing, He will be known.”

The invisible God becomes visible in those who by
faith are changed from glory to glory into His likeness.

- (II Corinthians 3:18) _

Our likeness to God consists in the fact that we too
are creators. Every man creates for himself his surround-
ings, the world in which he lives, just as the silkworm
spins its own cocoon. A bad world or a good—man is its
creator. The one who has faith creates the best world, a
heaven.

In this world with its beauties and delights, a person
can be inebriated with joy. If God's creation is delectable,
how much more God, who embraces the pleasantness of
all creation? And if created life is good, how much more
its Creator, the One who granted man the power to
createte? And if salvation is good, how much more its
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Giver?

Therefore, we love the One Good that suffices, in
whom all that is good is contained. Thus He is called in
Hebrew El-Shaddai, the sufficient God. What will He
withhold from His beloved?

Living with Him we rejoice in all the joys of God and
of His creatures. Every joy that is not in God is not full,
because there is no abiding joy apart from Him.

* * *

It is only necessary to have the real God, the God
who is what He is, not what our capricious egos would
like Him to be in our moments of foolishness.

In China there are tribes that put TV sets in front of
the statues of their gods to entertain them, but who also
throw their gods away if they fail to fulfill all their wants.
The true God dwells in unattainable heights, and to
recognize Him in all His splendor is what gives unspeak-
able joy.

Scientific truth, the truth about mankind, can be
reached through experience. But one cannot prove in a
laboratory that God is good and is a refuge in time of
trouble. A godly life is needed to convince men that He is
indeed.

In the Bible God is described as having wings. His
flying is purposeful. He has a plan to fulfill. Aimless lives
therefore cannot represent Him. But he whose aim is to
become godly will find that his life will speak to men
about God's purposes.
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We should have a goal, and only the highest will do.
As Christians expecting the second coming of Christ, we
have the promise that “when He shall appear, we will be
like Him.” (I John 3:2) With such a promise, it would be
stupid to accept less. To be like a great saint, a genius, or
an angel is not sufficient for us.

Many renowned teachers of Christianity, such as
Origen, Athanasius, Gregory of Nazyanz, and others,
speak about the Theopoiesis (the being made god) of
man through Christ. Now Christ, the eternal Son of God,
received His fullness through His incarnation as man.
This was not just a limited historical event; rather He
established a permanent connection with Him through
repentance, faith, baptism, and holy communion.

* * *

If this were not the certain truth it is, but only a
slight possibility, it would be worth any cost. If I were
invited to gamble in a lottery whose ticket cost an earthly
life full of sorrows and burdens but which offered the
chance to win eternal life in Paradise, it would be worth -
any investment. But we do not have to gamble; we walk
in the sureness of faith.

Diamonds and other costly jewels are kept in safes
and exhibited only on rare occasions and with great care.
Are they any less real because they are kept secret? Faith
has its mysteries too. The lock that assures its security is
found in the words of Jesus, who said, “Give not that
which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls
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before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and
turn again and rend you.” (Matthew 7:6)

Even in this book I might be committing the sin of
going too far. But love for atheists and desire for their
salvation have made me do the impermissible, speak
about the unspeakable, and explain the unexplainable. I
have already told about a certain Uzzah who died because
he thought he must steady an untouchable sacred object
with his own hands.

God needs no defense. It is my zeal and my impa-
tience to see you on God's side that impel me to write
these lines.

Luther, when asked what God did before creation,
answered drily, “Before that, God sat in a wood and cut
rods with which to beat those who ask stupid questions.”

Obviously, he was not being serious. They only
thing we know about God before His creation is what He
has revealed Himself: that He had a Son whom He loved
and invested with glory (John 17:5), and that the Holy
Spirit proceeded from them both. We call this the
Trinity.

Other systems of thought prior to Christianity had
known God as a trinity. The Hindus knew Him as

" Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva—creator, preserver and des-
troyer. Aristotle wrote: "The threefold comprises a
beginning, a middle, and an end and therefore is an
appropriate means of expressing the idea of completion.
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It furnishes us also with a basic form for the relations in
space.” In Christianity, however, the concept of trinity is
much more elaborate.

God is supreme goodness. The very name “God”
evokes a being whose superior cannot be imagined. Since
He is good, He must show love. No one exhibits love if he
loves only himself. If God loves, there must always have
been the lover, the beloved and love: there must have
been a trinity before creation.

A being can have supreme love only for an equal. A
person cannot love a cat as he loves a fellow man. The
beloved person in the Trinity must be equal with the
Father. God would not be perfect if He did not share with
another the whole of His glory.

But there is something greater and more exalted
than just loving another person; it is to share that mutual
love with a third person, so that each person would share
the love he gives and the love he receives. Again, the two
would have to impart all their glory with the third. And
the three must be co-equal. The sweetness of loving and
being loved must be shared by the two with the third
person, who in turn would share all his love. It takes
three to embody and impart perfect love. This is the only
acceptable concept of God.

God must be a Trinity.

A concept is an image of its object. When the Father
thinks about His divine nature, He thinks perfectly. This
idea of His—the Logos, as it is called in Greek—
expresses God's nature completely. Father and Son love
each other perfectly. St. Bernard de Clairvaux said the
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Holy Spirit is a kiss between the Two.

To say this is the maximum we can say about God.
We do not know the structure of an atom. How can we
know the details about the Trinity?

God is one, says the Hebrew Bible. One is God, says
the Greek original of the New Testament literally. God is
unissim. There are many suns, but there cannot be many
gods.

However, oneness does not exclude trinity. It is not
true that one cannot be equal to three.

For instance, there are mushroom spores and micro-
organisms which, moved by unseen powers, come
together to form a plasmodium of many different cells
that act like one organism.

* * *

To speak of oneness does not imply that there is no
tension between the Persons of the Trinity. If there were
no tension, why would love be needed? Love is the
bridging of differences. If there were no differences, why
would the question of unity among the Persons of the
Trinity be important? Unity has to be established only
were there is individuality.

Jesus, the Son of God, prayed to the Father in the
Garden of Gethsemene that the bitter cup of being cruci-
fied might be taken away from Him. But the Father does
not satisfy His Son’s desire. The prophet Isaiah wrote, “It
pleased the Father to bruise Him.” (Isaiah 53:10) After
His resurrection, Jesus said to His disciples that the Holy
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Spirit would not descend on them until Jesus departed
from the earth, as if the Two could not be together on our
planet.

[The crucifixion of the Son of God on the Father's
earth was the greatest dramatic event of history. Jesus
cried out from the agony of the cross, “My God, my God,
why have you forsaken Me?” But in this extremity, love
and unity between the Two were heightened, as evidence
by Jesus’ ensuing words, “Father into Thy hands I com-
mend my spirit.” :

Father, Son and Holy Spirit are co-equal, but not
identical. There is a difference between a God-filled, a

* Christ-filled, and a Spirit-filled person.

A God-filled person embraces the whole universe.
In a Christ-filled person it is not simply God who is one,
but God plus man are one. Whereas God is pure unity,
Christ is the middleman between two parties. Angelus
Silesius wrote, “God without man is not one.” The
Christ-filled person has his historic limitations. He is
bound to one episode in the existence of the earth: the
life of Christ.

After His resurrection, Jesus asked two disciples
who were walking to the town of Emmaus, “What things
have happened in Jerusalem in the last few days?” Now,
many things had happened. Winds had blown, nature
had been convulsed, there had been an earthquake, an
unearthly darkness had enveloped the land. Children had
been born, people had died; men had worked in their
shops, women had cooked their meals. Jerusalem had
been filled with visitors, all involved in these events.
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But these disciples were Christ-filled. Therefore
when asked what had taken place in Jerusalem, they told
only of what had happened to Jesus. ’

Christ is one Being constituted of many individuals.
The Bible says that every believer is a member of His
body.

The Spirit-filled man is absorbed only with the
things of the Holy Spirit. The Bible speaks of his walking
in the light and showing forth the fruit of the Spirit: love,
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, and temperance. "There is no law against
these,” writes the apostle Paul. (Ephesians 5:8,9; Gala-
tians 5:22,23)

* * *

“God created man in His own image,..male and
female created He them.” (Genesis 1:27) He is the source
of what is highest and best in the female as well as the
male. The characteristics of each were endowed by God.

In the epistle of James (1:18), the Greek word
apegnesen—""to beget’—is used about God, though in
that language it is a word strictly used to refer to a
mother. Here we have a feminine expression for God.

He is a Father, but not only a Father. The prophet
Isaiah (49:15) compares God to a mother in these unfor-
gettable words: “Can a woman forget her sucking child,
that she should not have compassion on the son of her
womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee.”

* * *
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Faith in God completely changes a man'’s attitude
toward both life and death.

In ancient Greece, the Spartans strangled weak
children. Nietzsche, who became the pet philosopher of
Hitler and Mussolini, railed against hospitals and
orphanages. Hegel said that men have the unquestioned
right to put an end to all suffering by death. Today the
subject of euthanasia is very much in the news.

If it could be proved that the universe is without
God, Nietzsche and Hegel would be right.

In my youth I was very sure there was'\no God, but it
saddened me. I wished there were a God and considered it
a pity that He did not exist. The reason is that a person
who knows that God exists feels sheltered, protected. In
the Bible, the name of God’s holy mountain, Zion, means,
appropriately, “shelter.”

To the degree that atheists, too, have this feeling of
being protected, they have unconsc1oulsy turned toward
God and desired Him. But they lack all the many great
and supernatural helps that come only through believing
on Him. Faith, without which it is impossible to please
God and enjoy the fellowship of His other children,
marks the beginning of man’s salvation. ‘

Faith in God brings one into the realm" of
forgiveness.

An individual who dies as an adult without faith
cannot be saved according to the ordinary law of God, but
consigns himself to the fires of hell. On the other hand,
with faith in God he enjoys peace of mind and the
answers to his many questions about the meaning of life
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and what lies beyond.

Once he experiences what it means to believe in a
good God, his despair vanishes completely. In fact, for a
believer despair is sin, because he learns to accept all of
life as it engages him, knowing that "behind the dim
unknown standeth God within the shadow, keeping
watch above His own.” (James Russell Lowell)

Belief in this good God disposes one to praise Him
continually, and dissatisfaction over life’s inequities
melts away like morning dew. Troubles are allowed by a.
wise and benevolent Father, whom we may not under-
stand for the time being. That is all.

Believing in God, a man of the lowest rank, though
despised by other men, knows that he is respected by the
highest Being in the universe and therefore can maintain
his self-esteem.

Believing in God, a man can know that his fellow-
man is God’s creature as much as himself. Therefore, he
too is entitled to love and respect.

No one could persuade us, “All men are descended
from apes; therefore let us love one another.” Stalin, an
admirer of Darwin, drew the following logical conclusion
from his book: Man is the result of a fierce battle for
survival against other species. In this battle the most
pitiless survived. So let me be pitiless.

It is only faith ina God of love who was our common
Creator that can make us love one another.

Faith in this God makes one virtuous.

* * *
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It is said that a sinful woman wanted to tempt St.
Ephrem to whoredom. Sensing her evil device, he said to
her, “Come with me.” When they reached a place with
many people, he said, “"Now you can do what you like.”

She replied, "It would be shameful to do it before so
many people.”

“If we are ashamed of men,” came the rejoinder,
“how much more should we be ashamed before God, who
sees even those things hidden in darkness.” She repented
and abandoned her wicked intentions.

It is often supposed that when people stop believing
in God, they believe in nothing. Alas, it is worse than
that: when they stop believing in God, they believe in
anything. They believe in monsters like Stalin, Hitler,
and Mao.

The French Revolution replaced the idea of a holy
God with a holy humanity. The Soviets dismissed the
idea of God and deified the working class. Everyone who
does not love the true God ends up destroying his own
god. Men even killed Christ, who represented the good
God. The French revolutionists killed men wholesale;
the Russian Communists killed workers by the hundreds
of thousands.

God exists, and I am part of His life. Apart from
God, man has no sense, just as a kidney outside a human
body is good for no more than dogfood.

In a sense God multiplies Himself in His children.
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The beauty of da Vinci's Mona Lisa would never have
been enjoyed by mankind without its multiplied repro-
ductions. Neither would the Bible have had any impact
without the millions of transcripts, translations, and
printings.

By the same token, God reveals Himself through
His children, scattered all over the world. We are the
Father's name-bearers. We can put His name to shame or
let it shine.

Thus, a believer has a high calling. But God knows
we are weak and does not ask of us the impossible. We are
meant to do only the little we can and pray for what we
cannot. His glory can shine even through our feebleness.

The Christian life is one of obedience. Since we
know so little, we give God the glory for all things created
and for adverse circumstances alike. What produces dis-
pleasure in me might after all please Him. Crucifixion is
among the worst things that can befall 2 human being,
yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Jesus. (Isaiah 53:10) He
knew what was beyond crucifixion—a glorious resurrec-
tion and the salvation of mankind.

And so we are quiet even in earthquakes or when
thousands are slain around us. Believers could be quiet
even in death camps like Auschwitz. God's ways are
strange and mysterious, but we know that He can write
straight on crooked lines.

Therefore our main preoccupation is to seek His
face. Let us imagine that the most perfect, loving and just
Being is right in front of us and consider His tender
expression of love as He listens to us.
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If sometimes His face is sad, do not be so rash as to
suppose you have saddened Him. He might be grieved
because of things that happen in one of His many other
realms, not because your relationship is stained or
troubled.

Do not begin to play guessing games. It is important
not to let ourselves be misled into believing that the
pressure of the world is the voice of God.

‘ The pastor of an official church in Russia, a stooge
of the Communists, maintained that while he was in jail
for working in the underground church, God spoke to
him telling him that he could do more by compromising
with the Communists.

And so instead of guessing or misinterpreting when
you see the sadness of God, take it upon yourself to bring
Him comfort. A good Christian is a person who makes
God rejoice and sing. (Zephaniah 3:17) He makes God
sing, even when himself passes through a dark valley.

* * *

God is love. If He knew a certain solution to your
problems, He would solve them. If He knew a word that
could help you immediately, He would surely speak it. If
you have no solution and cannot find the right word,
know that the time for a solution has not yet come. Even
God cannot cause a three month-old embryo to become
overnight a healthy newborn.

Therefore, until the fullness of time, in His good
providence, let us be patient, wait in faith, and be a joy for
God.
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God and the believer are as two spirits living in one
body. It is almost like the Virgin Mary nurturing the
divine Baby Jesus under her heart. Like every pregnant
woman she had to avoid being sad and troubled, because
such moods can have a damaging effect on the psyche of
the child.

We have to handle God delicately. To us He often
seems paradoxical. In fact, the person who is not aware of

this ambiguity does not know Him at all. The believer
therefore trusts Him even when it seems as if He leads in
a false direction. By what criteria can He be judged? He is
God and not man. Our disappointments are the times
when faith is tested.

Today's generation praises modernist painters or
rock-and-roll singers, who depict man as he would have
been if the devil had created him. It is far better to praise
God. Praising God enables us to praise men. It is the oil
that lubricates the best relationships between men.

When God makes His face shine upon you, it will
comfort you to see how often He looks upon you with
praise. The Hebrew word for “face” is always in the
plural, panim. Even the heathen had enough intuition to
show the gods in their temples with many faces. If
sometimes God seems to look at you with anger, do not
despair. Know that He also has a face of love, which is
momentarily averted. Praise Him and cause Him to turn
to you and sing.

Jesus, the Son of God, in order to save us from our
sins, gave His body to be broken for us. Throughout
history, thousands of Christians have given their bodies
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to be broken to show their fellow-men that love is the
best interpretation of God's mystery and silence, and that
He is worthy of being trusted.

* * *

In our relationship with God, we hear from Him an
echo to our prayers.

We say to Him, "Hallowed by Thy name.” He in
turn longs for us to be saints that He may sanctify our
name. We tell Him, "Thy kingdom come.” He replies
that ours is the kingdom of heaven. We pray, “Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven.” He allows our desires to
be fulfilled. We ask Him for our daily bread. He asks us
for the bread of our sacrfices. We beg, “Lead us not into
temptation.” He requires that we not tempt Him. We
say, “Deliver us from evil.” But angels cry, "Salvation to
our God which sitteth upon the throne.” (Revelation
7:10) He wants us to get rid of the things that entangle
Him in this world.

Therefore, let our relationship with Him be that of
love. God appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am thy
shield and thy exceeding great reward,” to which Abram
replied, “Lord God, what wilt thou give me?” (Genesis
15:1,2) Let us not reduce our companionship to such a
commercial level.

God is worthy of love. St. Bernard of Clairvaux said,
“The measure for loving God is to love Him without
measure.”

We were created for His pleasure. (Revelation4:11 )
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Then let us give Him pleasure.

* * *

Nobody truly loves God who loves things forbidden
by Him.

Nobody loves God if he does not protect God from
Himself. If you had a contagious, ugly malady, you would
shield your beloved from communion with you. Since
every encounter of God with a sinner downgrades Him, a
real believer is careful not to bother God too much with
his presence. We love Him wholeheartedly. Therefore
we leave Him alone.

The loving bride in Solomon’s song says to her
heavenly Bridegroom, “Be thou like to a roe or to a young
hart upon the mountains of spices.” (Song of Solomon
8:14) She does not beg Him to stay continually with her,
giving her caresses.

On the other hand, we must have some time for
intimacy with Him and for earnest talk.

God is omniscient, which means He knows every-
thing that belongs to the realm of knowledge. He sees
everything that belong to the realm of seeing. He hears
everything that belongs to hearing. But what about sur-
prises? Would He be perfect if He did not have the joy of
surprises and if there were no emergencies requiring
Him to take new measures?

Things can be observed in some way and the causal
chain in which they are involved can be known, but not
all things have a cause. Heisenberg has introduced into
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physics the notion of indeterminism. Jesus says of His
opponents, “They hated Me without a cause.” (John
15:25)

Not every human action has a cause. There are then
certain things we have to tell God.

Even.if He knows all things, He is happy to know
my opinion about the matter. He is also desirous that
human beings sit with Him on His throne, from which
He creates and leads universes. (Revelation 3:21)

Life with God gives us rich fellowship with the
highest Being.

Even some theologians have the queer belief that
there are scarcely any proofs in matters of faith. They are
ignorant of the proofs; that is all.

* * £

The time has come now to reaffirm systematically
the proofs of God's existence. Upon some of the proofs ]
will elaborate; others I will only enumerate.

1. The cosmologic argument, or the argument from

effect to cause

Every building is proof of the existence of a master
builder or an architect. Even if one does not know the
master builder, the simple fact of the existence of the
building is proof enough that he exists, too.

We all live in an enormous house, the house called
Cosmos. The effect “World” is proof of the existence of
an efficient cause, a wise Architect.
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Today with atomic watches we can observe even
minute irregularitics in the turning of the earth. It has

been determined that this movement is becoming
slower. Proponents of the Big Bang theory of the earth’s
origin have noted that, looking back, the length of the day
diminishes by 0.002 seconds every century, which means
it decreases every 50,000 years by one second. By count-
ing back to a day of zero length, they claim to have
discovered the age of the earth: four and a half billion
years.

Long before this there was the first Big Bang, which
brought the universe into existence. It was not an explo-
sion in the usual sense of the word: it was not the
expansion of matter in an existent space. Space and time
are attributes of matter. In the first Big Bang, time, space,
matter, and all its laws and forces appeared simultane-
ously. The human mind cannot fathom it; human lan-
guage cannot formulate it.

However, given the theory, there must have been
Someone to produce the Big Bang. The question put by
Augustine, “What did God do before He created the
universe?”, is false and therefore has no answer. There
was no “before.” Time appeared together with matter.
Before the Big Bang there was God, the Eternal, without
time, without space.

Let us look at the miracles of His creation. Let us
have a look at one of its smallest parts, our minuscule sun.
If its total energy output were increased by a few
percentage points, the temperature on earth would rise,
melting the icecaps, raising the sea level, and innudating



Proofs of God’s Existence 113

the land. Human life would cease. On the other hand, if
the sun decreased its output by a few degrees, continents
would be filled with glaciers and mankind would freeze.

Who caused the sun to have just the right tempera-
ture? Did it just happen?

Did it just happen that bricks came together and
formed your house? Did it just happen that wheels,
levers and screws came together and formed a watch?
Absurd, you say. Surely there was intelligence behind the
house and the watch.

The mind behind the sun is God.

If the money and the intellectual energy expended
on the spread of atheism were spent on furthering scien-
tific discovery, sunlight and sunheat could be made to
solve many of the pressing problems of the world.

The energy of sunlight, the most precious resource
of all living things, we allow to escape virtually unused.
Photosynthesis in plants captures only one-tenth of one
percent of the energy available; the rest is squandered. To
put it in financial terms, it takes sunlight worth $ 175,000
to produce fish worth $ 1.50. Man’s annual energy use
equals just one hour’s worth of the total sunshine bathing
the earth. God has provided riches on earth for us if we
will use His gifts well.

Let us look at another of God’s small miracles:
water. It is one of the simplest of molecules, comprised of
one atom of oxygen and two atoms of hydrogen. Its
molecular weight is 18. By comparison, one molecule of

insulin contains 777 atoms and has a molecular weight of
5733.
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The mind that made water so simple must be
incredibly keen. This simplicity allows water to pass
freely through membranes of living cells, a process
impossible for larger molecules.

Water has tremendous solvent propreties. Substan-
ces can pass in and out of living cells only as dissolved in
water. This is how they obtain food to maintain life and
eliminate waste products.

To be able to serve mankind best, water has no good
taste to create water-addiction nor bad taste to create
rejection. The two compounds most similar to water in
molecular structure, hydrogen sulphide (H5S) and
ammonia (NH,) are both pungent gases, forbidding in
taste and smell and toxic to living cells. (Condensed from
Signs of the Times, November 1980)

Then look at the truly great wonder: man. The sixty
trillion cells of a human body collaborate to make him a
unique personality. No two individuals are the same.
Even fingerprints are unique. If a fingertip is injured, the
whorls will be restored to their previous pattern.

Think about the lungs with their millions of elastic
membranous sacs. Or consider the bone’s ability to repair
itself after injury.

The femur is like a hollow cylinder. Why? Engineers
now know this configuration is the most efficient design
to provide maximum strength with minimum material.

In females, toward the end of pregnancy, the joints
of the pelvis loosen to make childbirth easier. What mind
provided for this?

The bones of a large man weigh approximately 160
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pounds, fulfilling the structural needs of the human body.
Steel bars of comparable size would weigh twenty times
as much.

How is it that the collection of living cells called the
“eye” can see as well as the most expensive camera? Is a
camera the random result of an evolutionary process or is
every camera the design of an intelligent being?

Who made memory, which can summon at com-
mand glimpses of the past from the billions of stored
particles in one’s personal computer bank? Who made
fantasy, the power that can provide joy under the most
adverse circumstances, that can even fancy a world with-
out God, if a man feels so inclined?

Two-thirds of the human body is composed of
water. It contains more than 2,000,000 sweat glands,
which exude waste products together with the water they
release to cool the body.

Think about the miracle of being able to read. The
eyes take in several letters at once, and not all of them at
that. They play hunches, cut corners, fill gaps. They can
take in 20 letters at a time. An accomplished reader
spends four one-hundredths of a second on each letter.
Caltech research scientist Dr. Raymond Briggs says, “On
the basis of computer models we would predict that the
eye can't read.”

And what about the human anatomy in other partic-
ulars? How would it be if the nose pointed upward
instead of down? A person might then drown in a rain-
storm. Swallowing entails an amazing coordination of
the gullet and the windpipe, yet swallowing requires no
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concentrated effort or thought. One could marvel end-
lessly at the structure and functions of the human body.

No one would believe that a watch existed without a
watchmaker, but the body—not to say the universe—
provides infinitely more indications of an intelligent
maker than a watch.

Who determined that there would be micro-
organisms which produce antibiotics, vitamins, vaccines,
and hormones? Such organisms routinely produce ethyl
alcohol, citric acid, and amino acids. They also produce
insulin, interferon, and growth hormones, and leach
metals from low-grade ores, notably uranium and

copper.

Learning to put micro-organisms to work could free
us from our life-and-death dependence on petroleum.
Only a wisé Creator could have provided such a big army
of free laborers to work for us.

Who provided that ants that find food on a foraging
expedition should leave a scent trail for other ants?

There are 50,000 kinds of spiders, some big enough
to eat a mouse, others scarcely large enough to be seen
with the naked eye. Some spiders can spin a line of silk
one-millionth of an inch in diameter. Who teaches them
how to spin their webs, with their threads of great
elasticity and tensile strength, in comparison with which
even steel is weak?

Scientific American reported that spiders hatched in
small boxes were able to spin perfect webs when trans-
ferred to large cages. The fact that during their childhood
they had been fed by their keeper without any need for
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spinning had not affected their abilities. Spiders taken on

~ satellites are able to weave their webs in zero gravity

without the information gravity provides. Their ability
to weave is pre-programmed. Who is the programmer?

But the fact is that most spiders do not spin webs,
which means they do not have to. No struggle for exist-
ence during millions of years of evolution can explain
that only those spiders that could spin best survived.
Furthermore, how did spiders catch insects in webs not
yet good enough but requiring another million years of
evolution? :

William Gertsch, author of American Spiders,
writes: “The orb web would seem to stand alone as a
glorious creation, an incredible novelty designed by
superior artisans.” (The Pentecostal Light, September
1980)

If there is no mind behind creation, how is it that the
atmosphere is exactly right for our breathing apparatus
and exactly right for preventing the earth from being
scorched by day and freezing by night?; that the tempera-
ture remains just right for supporting life?; that there is
an ozone layer that is exactly right for filtering out deadly
cosmic rays from space?

How is it that there is just the necessary quantity of
oxygen around us and the proper mix of gases for us to

breathe? John Meldau, in his book Why We Believe in
Creation, Not in Evolution, points to the tragedy of
hundreds of babies going blind in their incubators before
it was realized that too much oxygen was the culprit. But
man made this mistake, not God. He provided us with
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just exactly the amount of oxygen we need for health and
survival.

The earth’s tilt is 23.5 degrees, which is exactly right
to prevent alternating ice and floods, torrid heat and
freezing cold.

Human life would not be possible, for example, on
Mercury, which sustains a temperature of 770° F on one
side, while the other approaches zero. One side is always
toward the sun, and the other is dark and cold. The earth,
by way of contrast, is just the right distance from the sun
to receive proper light, heat, and power to sustain life. All
these facts point to-the providence and genius of God.

A footprint or a fingerprint is sometimes sufficient
to enable a policeman to find a suspect; but the whole
universe, with all its wonders, is not enough for the
atheist to discover the One who has stamped it with the
fingerprint of His wisdom. He is both blind and deaf.
And just as a deaf man has no business writing about
music nor a blind man describing a painting, so it is not
right for atheists to speak about things that are hidden
from them.

Now hear what Darwin, the great favorite of athe-
ists, says of atheism: “The impossibility of conceiving
that this wondrous universe arose through chance seems
to me the chief argument for the existence of God.”

An atheist once asserted that the universe came into
being as the result of random forces. One who heard him
responded impolitely, “That’s sheer nonsense!”

The atheist was offended. “You should remember
that you are talking to a Ph. D.”
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“So what? A doctorate is just a random occurrence,”
rejoined the other.

“But I worked for years on my dissertation!”

“If you think your mind was necessary for your
dissertation, how much more then is intelligence neces-
sary for the universe!”

The most marvellous proof of God's existence is the
universe itself.

2.  The argument from the existence of the notion of

God in our minds

The English philosopher Roger Bacon once said,
“There is nothing in our intellect which did not pass first
through our senses.” We do not have in our minds any
concept that is not either a true or a deformed reflection
of reality.

A savage in the jungle cannot have the notion “tele-
vision” because this reality does not exist in his world.

The great majority of mankind have at all times
believed in some way in God. Even if individuals did not
believe in Him for their whole life, they believed in Him
at some moment in their life.

If mankind had not had some experience of God, if
he had never been perceived, the notion “God” could not
have penetrated the human mind nor been anchored
there with such power.

3.  The teleologic argument (from the Greek word
telos, meaning “purpose”)
All things in this world tend toward a purpose.
The fertilized ovum in the uterus of the female takes
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from the mother the food it needs to become an embryo,
then a fetus, then a human being. The female embryo in
its mother’s womb develops mammary glands that will
only be needed when it becomes itself a mother, perhaps
twenty or thirty years later.

The seed of a plant appropriates to itself from the
soil just the quantity of water, phosphates, nutrients, and
so on, that it needs to become a flower.

The sun and all its satellites run without interrup-
tion toward a certain apex in space as if they had an
encounter there.

How can one explain the fact that in waterless
regions, where humans have had to rely on transport
animals that can funcation for weeks without water,
there exists the camel? How is it that bees are essential to
pollintation? Did the fruit tree and the bee develop
simultaneously as a result of random chance? Or does
such symbiosis suggest intelligence behind the reality?

Only intelligent beings can decide on purpose.
Neither the sun, nor the ovum, nor the seeds of flowers,
nor the camel can choose its function. There must exist
another Being who has predetermined their purpose.
This Being is God.

4. The bistoric argument

If most men of all ages—including the greatest
minds—have believed in God, and if belief in-a matter of
such grave importance is mere deception, then the mind
is completely untrustworthy and is not capable of endors-
ing atheism.
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From earliest times, as archeological records have
shown, there is proof of the existence of religious belief.
It has existed in all civilizations that have disappeared. In
history there is a natural selection of ideas. What is unfit
is discarded. The persistence of the notion of God in spite
of millenniums of social change proves its value. Schiller
said it well: “The history of the world is the world’s
judgment.”

5. The moral argument

There is sufficient explanation for the existence of
wickedness and evil in the world. Life teaches men to be
evil and leads men on wicked ways. One man has to be a
wolf to another man in order to survive. It seems that the
only one who succeeds is the one who treads upon others.

But how is it that love, meekness, and all the other
virtues exist too? They do not have their source in human
experience. How is it that there is a consciece that res-
trains one from committing evil deeds, or at least critic-
izes after the event? The illuminated conscience can only
be the voice of another being in us, the voice of the being
whom we call God.

6. The argument from movement

Movement is not possible without a motor or
mover. Perpetual motion is impossible, as many a would-
be inventor has discovered. But the universe without God
would be a perpetuum mobile. In our universe every-
thing, from the most elementary particle to the immense
galaxies, is in constant motion. There must be an agent
who started the movement and who maintains it con-
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stantly. The one who superintends everything, who gov-
erns particles and planets, who causes everything to be in
motion, is called God.

7. The argument from propbecies

No one can tell for a certainty what will happen to
himself even after ten minutes, but there exists a book,
the Bible, that contains prophecies about events that
were to happen hundreds, even thousands of years after
they were predicted.

The recent discoveries of many old Biblical manus-
cripts in Wadi-El-Qumran have proved again the antig-
uity of these prophecies, many of which have already
been fulfilled, while many more are coming to fruition
before our eyes.

Only by presupposing the existence of a master of
the universe who foresaw the whole history of mankind,
can we explain the existence of prophecy in the Bible.
While there are some predictions in other non-Biblical
writings, the Bible is unique in presenting long-term,
detailed time prophecies, most of which have been ful-
filled. Chief among these are prophecies relating to birth
and ministry of Christ.

Prophecy that comes to pass is proof of the exist-
ence of an omniscient God.

8. The argument from thought at its bigbest level
The mind that guides a man does not always func-
tion optimally, but there are only moments when it
works with maximum efficiency. These are usually times
of great emotion or great danger, when all the mental
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powers are concentrated. There are other moments
when the mind rambles, deviates, or is unfocused.

In times of great distress man is usually a believer.
This is best seen when he is facing mortal danger or is on
his deathbed.

There have been cases without number in which
dying people who were unbelievers regretted in their last

moments their unbelief, but there is scarcely one man
who, having been a believer all his life, regretted at his
death that he had believed, and then denied his faith.
This is almost a psychological impossibility.
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